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§CF° If the present had not been “Christmas week,” 
we should have published a whole sheet supplement, 
to dispose ot some of the mass of matter onhand. But 
it must be deferred until our next publication. 

BALTIMORE AND OuIO RAIL ROAD. The magnificent 
pridge over the Pataspco, was made passable on the 4th 
inst. and the compliment of first crossing it,’ on horse- 
ack, reserved for our venerable and valued citizen, 
Witt1amM PaTTERSON, esq. who preceded the presi- 
dent and directors, and a number of other citizens, as- 
sembled on the interesting occasion. 

“The arches, four in number, are completed, which 
ford a passage of 150 feet for the water in times of 
freshets. It is built of granite; the abutments and piers 
ge composed of large blocks, weighing from 4 to 8 tons 
ach, which were conveyed to the scite by rail road cars. 
These blocks have rustic feces or surfacings, in accord- 
ance with the surrounding bold and romantic scenery. 

The bridge, including the abutments, is 375 feet long, 
and, from the foundation to the parapet, is about 50 feet 
high, and it may be safely affirmed, is one of the noblest 
structures of the kind in America.”’ 

“The whole of the masonry on the second division of 
the road from Ellicott’s Mills upwards to the fork of the 
fais, has been completed, and the grading nearly 30; 
about ten days will suffice to complete the masonry on 
the first division, the grading of which, except a few hun- 
dred yards near the crossing of the Washington road, six 
miles from the city, is also complete; so that 25 miles 
and upwards of the road are ready for laying the rails, on 
about three miles of which the rails are actually laid.” 

On the rails already laid, many experiments are mak- 
ing with cars, or carriages, differently constructed, 
(some of which are new exhibitions), to reduce friction, 
and, of course, acquire power. The results are aston- 
ishing. It appears, that one horse will draw thirty or 
forty persons, on some of them, at the ‘‘top of his 
need”—that, with so great a weight, the traces are often 
unstrained, &c. All scepticism is done away, and it 
remains to be determined only as a question of eapedi- 
eney, how rapidiy the road shall be travelled by horse or 
steam power, when it is completed. 

From the progress actually made, we regard the ques- 
tion entirely settled as to the accomplishment and incal- 
culable utility of this mighty work. A great deal is to 
be done; but ample experience has been afforded to en- 
counter and overcome every difficulty, and at a reasona- 
lleexpense. This concern could not be placeu in abler 
or better hands. The board of directors is composed 
of an unusual number of deeply-think ing, closely-calcu- 
lating and indefatigably-industrious gentlemen; and the 
Wnassuming, but richly-gifted president, is, indeed, a 
host of power in himself. No man, we think, could 
hve been selected for this arduous trust that would 
fulfil it more faithfully and sagaciously, than Mr. Tho- 
mas. His body may give way under the weight of anxiety 
and care that it imposes—but his spirit is unconquerable. 
The presentation of difficulty to him, only suggests the 
tonsideration of means to remove it. The honorable 
lide of public benefuctor is already earned by him; and 
he will establish it, firmly, in the minds of ali the people. 
_ Mr. Winans has made some further und considerable 
provements. The two following letters are highly 
interesting. ‘The facts stated may be fully relied on. 

ut they require not our indorsement. 

Extract of a letter from W. & J. Brown, & Co. to the 
president of the Baltuumore and Ohio rail road compa- 
ny, dated 

** Liverpool, 28th Oct. 1829. 

“You will see from the papers sent out to A. Brown 

& Sons, an immense improvement has taken place in 

locomotives, (engines) and we have every confidence 

that SJr. Winans has discovered a further improvement. 
Vou. XXXVII—No. 18. 
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He isnow making drawings for one; two of the most 
emineut engineers in this country approve of his views, 
and say he must succeed. We can only at present inti- 
mate that he can make them of any weight and of any 
power, to suit any road.—It acts with great power going 
up inclined plains, and wastes none going down; if, as we 
expect, it does succeed, it must add immensely tothe 
value of rail road stock and prevent altogether the use 
of horses. : 

‘‘The improvement in the locomotive engines has 
given a fresh impulse to rail road stock. The Manches- 
ter road stocks (although this road, including the ac- 
quiring aright of way, and the payment of damages to 
the proprietors along the line, will probably cost $100,008 
per mile), is selling for £150 per share, £100 paid.” 
Extract of a letter from W. Brown, esq. to his brother. 

‘* Liverpool, Nov. 6, 1829. 

Mr. Winans and Geo. A Brown have just returned 
froin Rainhili, about 12 miles from this city, on the Liver- 
pool and Manchester rail road, where they have been 
amusing themselves riding on Mr. Stevenson’s locomo- 
tive engine, at the rate of TWENTY-EIGHT MILES pev 
hour—drawing about thirty passengers. She is repre- 
sented to have gone one mile in a minute and sixteen se- 
conds (about FORTY-EIGHT MILES AN HOUR)—but this 
Mr. Stevenson himself can scarcely credit. She drew 
forty-two tons, ona level road, fifteen miles per hour. 
“* * * * * New rail roads are projecting all over the 
country—a meeting is to be held on Wednesday to ere- 
ate a company tocarry one to Birmingham. 

Canal property is ruined. 1 believe the Sanky has 
In fact, they are 
even anticipating that it may be necessary to let the ca- 
nals dry, and to lay railson them, ‘The canal property 
in this country bas cost about thirty millions of pounds 
sterling—its length about 2,600 miles. ”’ 

The preceding was prepared for our last week’s paper. 
Ata meeting of the president and directors of the Bal- 
timore and Ohio rail road company, held on Monday 
last, it was— 

** Resolved unanimously, That the president and direc» 
tors will to-day pass over the viaduct at Gwinn’s Falls, 
preceded by their honored and venerable member, 
Cuartes Carroit or CaRROLLTON; and that this no- 
ble structure be named ** The Carroliion Viaduct.” 

And, at between 11 and 12 0’clock on that day, the 
board, including Mr. Carroll, and some distinguished 
guests attended; when the last survivor of the signers of 
the declaration of independence, performed the ceremony 
of laying the last stone of this splendid viaduct—the road 
over which is ready for the rails. The viaduct over the 
Patapsco, is, by universal consent, called ‘*The Patter- 
son viaduct.” “They are each beautiful and strong struc- 
tures. 

A party attended on the oecasion—twenty-seven per- 
suns, were drawn in one car, by a single horse, at the rate 
of 9 or 10 miles an hour, to the end of the rail line, and 
with much apparent ease. Another car, one of Winans’, 
in returning, carried thirty-seven persons, among them 
several ladics—one borse being only used, which galloped 
off with his load with grest ease. It was thought that 
he might have drawn a second car so filled, at the same 
rate of speed. 

Wonperrct! It is computed, and we think reasona- 
bly, that the savings of transportations between Liver- 
pool and Manchester (about 2,000 tons, each way, ‘!aily ), 
will amountto the enormous sum of £609,000 per an- 
num, when the rail road shali be finished and furnished 
with locomotive engines! What a quantity of persons 
and horses, will be thrown out of employment, and to 
whatelse can their labor be advantageously turned? The 
present charge of freight between the two places avera- 
ees 15s. per ton. Itisto he reduced to five shillings. 








A He DG a needs 
~ sie tins 2 ae 


<3 ee 
aaiieene 


ae, ~ 





We, &, 


=. 


Tah. 


oe 
— 


= - * * >. > = 

| oe Sa Pe an ® . ae ~~ “ —— 
ee mr es < = ~~ ee . _ I 

- 7 2 . “d zs al aoe ~ aii.“ 

Ss 3 “ Sits we) 0 > P > ~ bam: ad ° = 

. — a Se as pee = . 

. . a a ~ sie. = = ~ ae 
epharevess ar gst ips See e We, tganiee Senge cate ipa tk an 
td tag rs > ‘gene t~- 4 5 * a Ps e <3 £ Ee a ae ys wea: Nae . 

om, 5 om, a ea ee. = oe = ee — 


-_¥ ~ 
blond tana 


onglene Seer ain ume 
Te apes LSS iat 
She ae es 


“3 
amen 


ge ea 


ob 


ee 


pee . < “te al + 
ee SS ye 





NILES’ REGISTER—DEC. 26, 1829—-MISCELLANEOUS. 








——- ee - 





ee oe 
—_———— oe wa 





INTERIOR TRADE wita Mexico. Ina late paper we 
inserted an interesting little article concerning the arrival 
of a party of American traders, at Fayette, Missouri, 
from Santa Fe, in Mexico. The amount of their returns 
was put down at $240,000, yielding an average of profit 
of about 100 per cent. on the investment, subject, how- 
ever, we suppose, to the expenses. 

Another article on this subject says—Major Riley, 
it will be recollected, was detached by order ot the presi- 
dent last spring, with four companies of the United 
States troops, to protect the spring caravan going out, 
as far as our limits would permit him to go, and to wait 
for the returning or fall caravan. 

Again—“It is believed that without the aid of the es- 
cort granted by president Jackson, ard the volunteer 
Mexicans, the caravan would have suffered severely from 
robbery and murder, and that this inland branch of trade, 
s@ essential to the west from the returns of gold and 
silver which it affords, must have been brokenup. Pre- 
sident Jackson has saved it this year by doing all that he 
could—granting an escort of infantry; let congress at the 
eusuing session perform its part, by granting an appro- 
priation for mounting and properly equipping that escort.” 

SCF This isall well. Four companiesof the United 
States troops, employed halfa year, to protect a trade 
the whole nominal profit on which is only $120,000—the 
greater part, no doubt, is im wages earned, or for services 
rendered by the parties interested. So alsu, as we have 
oftentimes mentioned, a ship of the line may be employ- 
ed in convoying and protecting a little schooner—the 
whole value of which, and of her cargo, might be less 
than the wages paid to the officers and crew of the man 
of war, while engaged in the service. And this, also, 
we think is well. But if tour companies of the troops 
of the United States, or the officers and the crew of a 
line of battle ship, were sent on such a service to guard 
some manufucturing establishment, and at such a great 
national expense, might we not expect that an army from 
Columbia, S. C. would immediately march, with ‘drums 
beating and colors flying” to “conquer the north,”’ and 
correct such an outrageous proceeding? ‘The increased 
value, on this expedition to Mexico, was $120,000; at 
many of our manufacturing establishments such value is 
two or three times greater: and money earned in one 
way, we should suppose, is worth just as much as in the 
other. We say—it is the chief purpose of government 
to protect the honest industry of the people; but we are 
not disposed to adinit of such glaring preferences in fa- 
vor of commerce, as are demanded by those engaged in 
that minor pursuit. 

PERSONS WITHOUT LAND. ‘*The number of persons in 
the new states and territories, who were without land 
two years ago, was investigated by the marshals, in obe- 
dience to aresolution passed in the senate of the United 
States, on the motion of colonel Benton. They were 
ascertained to be as follows:—In Ohio, 57,286; Lilinois, 
9,220; Indiana, 13,485; Missouri, 10,118: Alabama, 
39,368; Mississippi, 5,505; Louisiana, 8,464; Florida, 
1,906; Michigan, 985; Arkansas, no return:—in all, up- 
wards of 140,000 heads of families.”’ 

We do not know the object of the preceding state- 
ment. Is it, that land may be given to those who have it 
not? If so, there area few of us in the old states that 
would like tocome in fora share! But we think that, 


with land at 125 cents per acre, with selections of 


lots, few ‘‘heads of families,” capable of holding and 
rightiully using land, need want it. With most others, 
the gift made would soon only swell the monopolies of 
heartless speculators, ‘*Heads of tamilies!— What is 
meant by the words here used? “Families” in the U. States 
will average about six persons—in the west, including 
free laborers, say only jive. It is pretended that 39,308 
persons in Alabama, representing 200,000 white people, 
are without land? The whole state hardly contains so 
many heads of familes. As we have seen only the pre- 
ceding summary notice of the document referred to, we 
shall not impute a want of Aonesty to the statement, 
though we are sorry to say that ‘high pressure” things, 
presenting gross falsehood in the language of truth, has 
more than once been suffered to obtain the guasi sanc- 
tion of congress in the shape of a report, &c, It is nos 
true that there were 99,368 “‘heads of families” in Ala- 





bama,* 10,118 in Missouri, &c. without land, two year; 
ago. 

Vireinta Convention. Mr. Leigh has been compli- 
mented, by his constituents, because of the talent, perse- 
verance and zeal that ‘he has shewn in the convention, 
and with special reference to certain proceedings had at 
Harrisonburg. 

Gen. Taylor, has, in a very polite and handsome man- 
ner, declined the seat in convention, vacated by the re. 
signation of Mr. Monroe, to which he had been chosen by 
the delegates from Loudon district. 

The following is a copy of Mr. Monroe’s letter of re- 
signation— 

Srr.—My indisposition rendering it impossible for me 
to perform my duties, either as presiding officer or as 4 
member of the convention, I owe it to that body, to my 
constituents and to the commonwealth, to resign my seat, 
to enable my colleagues to devolve on some other per- 
son the duties that I am prevented from performing. 

I avail myself of the opportunity to express my grate- 
ful sense of the generous confidenee of my constituents, 
evinced by their election of me to the important trust, 
and of their support of me in the course that my consci- 
entious convictions have induced me to take in the exe- 
cution of that trust, though it differed in some degree 
with the sentiments they had entertained. 

For the distinction with which I have been hgnored by 
the convention, by its election of me to preside over ils 
deliberations, I have already offered my grateful acknow- 
ledgements, and I beg again to tender them, and to add, 
that as a testimony of approbation of my conduct in the 
many important trusts | have held, under the state and 
federal governments, at home and abroad, it will continue 
to be a source of consolation to me to the latest moment 
of my life. 

In separating myself from the convention, I caunot re- 
frain from the expression of my ardent and anxious hopes, 
that the result of its deliberations may correspond with 
the expectations so fondly cherished before its session 
comraenced, and that a constitution will be framed, that 
wil! secure the rights and protect the interests of all, com- 
mand the public approbation, and promote the happi- 
ness and prosperity of the state, 

1 beg you to tender to the members of the convention, 
individually, my most respectful salutations, and to be 
assured of the high esteem with which I am your most 
obedient servant, JamMEs Monrose. 

To —— P. Barbour, esq. 

resident of the convention. 

Mr. Osborne, of the senate, has been appointed a 
member of the convention, in place of Mr. Monroe, and 
gen. Taylor, declined; Mr. James M. Mason, of the 
house of deligates, has succeeded Mr, Opie, who found 
it necessary to resign. 

The question as to the basis of representation seems 
finally settlhed—by the passage of the following resolu- 
tions, being Mr. Gordon’s substitute for Mr. Upshur’s 
amendment— 

Resolved, That the representation in the senate and 
house of delegates of Virginia, shall be apportioned as 
tollows: 

‘‘There shall be 13 senators west of the Blue Ridge 
of mountains, and 19 east of those mountains: 

“There shall be in the house of delegates 127 mem- 
bers, of whom 29 shall be elected from the district west 
of the Alleghany mountains, 24 from the Valley between 
the Alleghany and Blue Ridge, 40 from the Blue Ridge 
to the head of tide water, and 34 thence, below.”’ 

‘These resolutions were carried by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. P. P. Barbour, (president), Jones, 
Leigh of Ch. Taylor of Ch. Giles, Broadnax, Dromgoole, 
Alexander, Goode, Marshall, Tyler, Nicholas, Clopton, 
Johnson, Mason of S. Trezvant, Claiborne, Urqu art, 
Randolph, Leigh of H. Logan, Venable, Madison, Stan- 
ard, Holladay, Henderson, Cooke, Roane, Taylor of 


*In 1820, there were in Alabama 9,336 males between 





the ages of 16 and 26—say one half over 21 4,668 
Between twenty six and forty five 9,055 
Above 45 4,064 





Whole no. white males 21 years old and upwards 17,787 

















ow 


ny 


its 
We 
id, 
he 
od 
uc 
tnt 


re-~ 
es, 
ith 
ion 
hat 


)pi- 


ion, 
be 
1OS* 


ia 
and 
the 
und 


ms 
ylu- 
ur’s 


and 
i as 


idge 


em- 
west 
yeen 
idge 


rote: 
pes, 
role, 
ton, 
hart, 
stan- 
ic of 
yeen 
668 
055 
1,064 


—— 


wt 7 














own 


“- a a 
Car. Morris, Garnett, Barbour of C. Scott, Macree, ; shock. It is understood, that a committee of the house o 





Green, Tazewell, Loyall, Prentiss, Grigsby, Campbell of | representatives will make a report concerning this insti+ 


Bed. Branch, Townes, Martin, Pleasants, Gordon, | tution, at an early day. There isa report that some ex+ 
Thompson, Massie, Bates, Neale, Rose, Coalter, Joynes, | tensive speculations were made in anticipation of the 


| Bayly, Upshur and Perrin—55. | message. 


Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Coffman, Harrison, Wil- ——_ 
jiamson, Baldwin, MeCoy, Moore, Beirne, Smith, Mil- | James S. Stevenson, of Pittsburg. We have to 
jer, Baxter, Mercer, Fitzhugh, Osborne, Powell, Griggs, | ‘‘announce” that this gentleman, again a candidate tor 
Mason of F. Naylor, Donaldson, Boyd, Pendleton, | congress, has again been defeated—Mr. Denny bein 
Geerge, MeMillan, Campbell of W. Byars, Cloyd, | elected by a majority of from 12 to 1800 votes. Mr. S, 
Chapman, Matthews, Oglesby, Duncan, Laidley, Sum- ‘however, had a majority of 81 votes in the city of Pitts- 
mers, See, Doddridge, ng we Campbell of Brooke, | burg. Mr. Denny was the anti masonic candidate—is well 


Wilson, Clayton, Saunders, Cabell and Stuart—4l. spoken of as a friend of domestic industry, and hears 
{There is no provision for future apportionments of the | an honorable reputation. 

members. ‘This ought not to be. It will keep the state —- ' 

| in @ constant fever; and is unjust.) Govennons oF THE staTzs. The following is a list 


we. 20 


; have been very close. 


> meeting of the senate— 


¥ 





Previous to the passage of Mr. Gordon’s resolutions, | of the acting governors of the several states. a 
Mr. Doddridge’s amendment, (offering to fix the white | Maine Nathan Cutler; New-Hampshire, Benjamin 
basis for the house of delegates and the federal numbers | Pierce; Vermont, Samuel C. Crafts; Massachusetts, Bey 
for the senate) was lost, bya tie, 48 to 48. {Mr. Madi- |vi Lincoln; Rhode Island, James Fenner; Connecticut, 
gon aye, Mr Marshall, no.] Gideon Tomlinson; New-York, Enos T. Throop; News 

Several of those who had been calculated on as gene- | Jersey, Peter D. Vroom, jr. Pennsylvania, George Wolfs 
cally supporting the white basis, assigned their reasons for | Delaware, David Hazard; Maryland, Daniel Martin; Vir- 
supporting Mr. G’s resolutions. Among these were Mr. | ginia, William B. Giles; North Carolina, John Owen; 
Henderson, from Loudon, and Mr. Cooke, from Frede- | South Carolina, Stephen D. Miller; Georgia, George R, 
rick. Gilmer; Alabama, Gabriel Moore; Mississippi, Gerard 

The right of suffrage appears to have been considera- |C. Brandon; Louisiana, H. Beauvais; Tennessee, Wil- 
bly extended. We shall soon have all the particulars, | liam Carroll; Kentucky, Thomas Metcalf; Ohio, Allen 
a3 the convention is expected to close betore the end of | Trimble; Indiana, James B. Ray; Illinois, Ninian Ede 
the present month. ‘The debates are of great interest, | wards; Missouri, John Miller. [ Phil. Inguiver. 
aud display much talent. On many questions, the votes | 








Tas Horner. All hope seems now abandoned as te 

Mr. Upshur’s resolutions were set aside to make | the salety of this vessel—and it is thought that every one 

‘yoom for Mr. Gordon’s, by the unanimous vote of the of her gallant officers and crew have perished! 
convention, except Mr. Madison. 








Tue Warren. A long story is told about the dis- 
ArpoInTMENTS—by the president previous to the | charge of the greater part of the crew of this U. S, slogp 
}at Port Mahon, in the Mediterranean, under the mast 

_ Anthony Butler, of Mississippi, to be charge d’ af- | creel and outrageous circumstances. It states, that, their 
‘(gives of the United States, at Mexico. time having expired, and all measures adopted to make 
John M. Bower, of Aiabama, to be consul of the United | them re-enter having failed, they were cast ashore, éven 
States, for the port of Guazacualco, in place of Charles | without the payment of their wages, to make their way 
Douglass, removed. jhome as wellas they might. We cannot believe this 


‘tale. But if true—we trust that a signal punishment at- 
Souts Carotina. Resolutions to the following effect | tends the author of the proceedings. 


have been offered to the eousideration of the senate of 


sthis state: Removats. Maj. Robert Miller, lately removed 

ist. That our representative in congress be requested, | fromthe place of postmaster at Richmond, Ky. has been 

sand our senators instructed, to oppose the renewal of the | elected a member of the senate of the state, in the plare 

U. States bank. |of Mr. Woods, resigned; and James Robertson, esq. late 

2d. That, in the event of its re-incorporation, not to | collector at Petersburg, Va. has been eleeted a memher 

| permit any private stockholders in that institution, and | of the house of delegates, to fill a vacancy im that body. 
thereby make it a national one. 

$d. That in the event of the incorporation of any per- | ‘Tue BLack popuLaTIoN. The grand jury of Richmond 
sons for banking privileges, all the citizens of the United | county, Georgia, have presented it as a nuisance or erie, 

pStates be put on an equal footing, in subscribing for the | that printers and publishers throughoyt the state, but 
stock of the same, and p-rlicularly in the city of Augusta, empley negroes in the 
4th. That the committee on finance be instructed to | different departments of their establishments; thereby 
veport ou the propriety of the establishment of a national | affording them the means of learning to read writiog, 
bank, excluding private stockholders, and the best means | and affording a source of information to that class of our 
s Of effecting this object. | population which sound policy forbids. 

‘We do not think that the ‘‘world will come to an | 
ead”? in consequence of a refusal to re-charter the bank | THe Susqueaannan. The navigation of this noble 
of the United States. But, if the question were lett to | river is rendered extremely hazardous by the Shamokin 
our decision, whether we should have a president for|dam. Arks and rafts that attempt to pass the sluice, 
life, ar such « bank as is suggested, we would, without | are instantly dashed to pieces—and rafts are seattered 
half a moment’s hesitation, firmly decide in favor of the |like forest leaves by a whirl-wind. A large supply of 
lurmer. Vhe power and patronage of the general gov- | eoal, expected at Baltimore, has been thus cut off. = It is 
chiment is already quite sufficient. Give it the com- | ‘thoped” however, that the spring risings of the river 
pmand of such a bank, and a Procrustean bed would be | will return things to their former order, and level the 
instantly established. ‘There are some who yet remem- whole structure. We rather hope that it may be so im- 
ver how things have bven. proved, asto answer the purposes for whieb it was in- 
Phe U.S. Telegraph, speaking of the bank of the | tended; and that, in feeding the canal, it may not ruin the 
United States, pays the followmg compliment to con- )mutural navigation of the river. 
sress—“ Its millions will be lavished upon MEMBERS OF | 
CONGRESS cind their constituents, to PURCHASE @ Tre-chur- | PLaxe Erte. The navigation on this lake closed for 
ter? | the season on or about the Lst inst. previous to which there 
It will be recollected that the editor of this paper is ) were several severe storms, in which many vessels were 

jwinter to congress. } more or less damaged; and some, indeed, totally lost, 
with a few lives. 


























| 
| 
_U. 8. pans. The stock of this bank fell, at New | : ) 
York, from 125} to 120, immediately on the receipt of | Ascent or THE Nracara! Two schooners, the Aun 
“i¢ President’s message, It has not recovered trom the |and Jane, and R. H. Boughton, (the first a British and 
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*nd the second an American vessel), arrived at Buffalo, 
on lake Erie, via the WELLAND CANAL, from lake 
@ntario, on the 2nd inst. The great locks were passed 
on the 30th November, just five years from the com- 
mencement of that important work. The Ann and 
Jane measures 85 tons. She passed the 32 lovks, from 
Jake Ontario to the summit of the mountain, in 54 hours. 
An opinion is given, that vessels may pass from lake 
Ontario to lake Evie, in the space of twenty-four hours, 
through the Welland canal. It is probable that a great 
deal of business will be transacted on this canal; and the 
British will court it with their accustomed address and 
zeal. If it does not much facilitate extensive smugglings, 
we shall be agreeably disappointed. 

PENNSYLVANIA cANAL. The Harrisburg Reporter 
states, that a canal boat, loaded with clover seed, flax 
seed, &c. arrived at Harrisburg about two weeks since, 
irom Wyoming, Luzerne county, where the boat had been 
built. It came down the North Branch to Northumber- 
land, there entered the Susquehannah canal, and passed 
dows to Duncan’s island, at the mouth of the Juniata; was 
there passed through the out-let lock into the river, ta- 
ken across and brought down the canal to Harrisburg. 





Tra Woopman. We learn by the New Hampshire 
Post, that the grand jury of Grafton county, found a 
bill against Ira Woodman, esq. postmaster of Bethle- 
hem, for stealing money from the mail. He was ar- 
raigned, and plead—not guilty. 

Ve learn, also, from the same source, that the U. S. 
district attorney had demanded him for trial at the cir- 
cuit court, and that his demand was acceded to. Conse- 
Enron his trial is not to take place till May next—at 
?ortsmouth. [ Dorset, NV. H. ‘Times. 





ANTI masonic. Sometime since, we copied, as an 
ordinary article of intelligence, certain proceedings of the 
New England Conference of Methodists, in relation to 
the anti masonic excitement—giving it as we found it. 
One of the resolutions was made to read, that the con- 
ference would have ‘‘no connexion whatever with the 
excitement.”? We are informed thatthe resolution as it 
passed, read as follows: 

‘Resolved, Vhat we will have no connexion whatever 
with speculative free masonry, and this conference will 
consider any member who disregards this resolution as 
offending against the authority of the conference.’ 

This error is pointed out in the ‘‘Vermont Aurora.” 
‘The two versions of the resolution are in direct opposi- 
tion, one to the other; and a “‘liberty” has been taken, 
that should not be allowed—however common like things 
are in “these latter days.”? A thousand wrongs will 
not make one right. 

ANTI masonry, IN NEw York. A statement is 
»ublished in the IV. Y. Commercial Advertiser, by which 
it appears that the anti-masonic votes in the state, 33,346, 
iw 1828, have increased to 66,841 in 1829; that 275,000 
votes were taken in 1828, and only 208,000 in 1829; that 
the anti-masonic members of the legislature were 15 in 
1828, and now are 29. 





Toreration. In the house of commons of North 
Carolina (we wish that the name of this house was chang- 
ed—it belongs to an age that has past), a bill to compel 
the Quakers, Menonists and others to perform militia 
duty, or pay a fine, was indefinitely postponed, by a close 
vote, after a very able discussion. 





“State rnicuts.”? The house of representatives of S. 
Carolina, have passed by a vote of 99 to 20, resolutions 
requesting their senators and representatives in congress, 
to oppose any appropriation for internal improvement, 
from the aianeal government, and particularly all such 
appropriations for the benefit of South Carolina. 





Kentucky. The legislature of this state met at Frank- 
fort on Monday, the 7th instant. John J. Crittenden 
was chosen speaker of the house of representatives, and 
R. S. Todd elerk. 

Nortru Carouwna. Bedford Brown, esq. of Caswell, 
speaker of the house of commons, was, on the 15th bal- 


—_—_—_ 


ee 


lot, elected a senator of the United States in the place of 
Mr. Branch, resigned. 

The following shews the state of the first eight ballots: 

Ist 2d 3d 4th Sth 6th 7th sth 

John R. Donnell 46 55 55 55 55 59 56 6@ 

William B. Meares 42 39 49 57 63 62 71 67 


Montfort Stokes St 28 21 49 46 51 42 38 
Samuel P. Carson 27 30 27 withdrawn. 
Arch’d D. Murphy 19 8 withdrawn. 

There, were also, some scattering votes. On the 14th, 


ballot, Mr. Meares had 74 votes, Mr. Donnell 59, and 
Mr. Fisher, a new candidate, 48. Then the two last 
were withdrawn, and Mr. Brown, not before named, 
proposed. ‘The final vote was as follows—for Mr, 
Brown 95, Mr. Meares 86, scattering 7. So Mr. B. was 
elected by a plurality of 2 votes. 

New Or.eans, restored to health, has resumed 4]! 
her former bustle and business. Great public improve- 
ments are making, especially in paving the streets, and in 
graduating and filling up lots, for the removal of nuisan- 
ces. Theriver is lined with stately ranges of stores; 
and the city goes on age A to increase im population, 
wealth and beauty; and, very probably, will soon be 
materially improved in respect to health. 


Great BrRiraIn AND THE UnNitTeED States. Fron 
the London Morning Herald, of Nov. 10. We under- 


stand upon good authority, that the American minister is 
using his best endeavors with the board of trade, and we 
are sorry to add with some probability of success, to 
throw open the West India trade to the Americans again, 
This is all very natural, and very proper for an Ameri- 
can minister; and though we should exceedingly regret 
if the attempt succeed, yet we should not blame the 
agent; he has not only a right, but it is his duty to do his 
best for his country; and in so doing he deserves the 
thanks of his countrymen, without justly incurring the 
blame of any one. There is however, another party en- 
gaged in this affair, whose conduct as a British subject 
appears to us, if we have been rightly intormed, to say 
the least of it, to be very equivocal. A long residence 
abroad never ought to have the effect of making a man 
forget the interests of his own country, more particular- 
ly if he should happen to be the humble servant of tha‘ 
country.* In the case before us it may be that the gen- 
tleman has been misled; his conduct may proceed from 
erroneous opinions with regurd to what are the interests 
of the country, and promises of reciprocal advantages 
may have been held out, such as a modification of the 
tariff, &c. Butin a government like that of the United 
States, promises ought not to be depended upon; for, 
though the executive may mean what they say, yet it 
should be recoliected that they have no power of them- 
selves to affect any thing of the kind, and very little in- 
fluence to induce the other branches of the government 
to carry into effect their measures. 

Besides, experience ought to teach us not to place 
rouch, if any, reliance on trans-atlantic promises; and as 
for reciprocity, we have hitherto found it in experience, 
however it may Jook in theory, all on one side, The 
shutting out of the United States, and then laying the 
foundation of a reciprocal trade between British North 
America and our West India colonies, was almost the 
only act of Mr. Canning’s policy deserving of praise. 
It was indeed, a masterpiece of statesmanship; and we 
have no hesitation in saying that it raised this country io 
the opinion of the Americans greatly, as it was detri- 
mental to their interests more than any thing that had 
occurred for many years. There wasa promptitude and 
decision about it which, for a time, quite confounded Bro- 
ther Jonathan; and while he denied its justice, yet he 
was compelled reluctantly to acknowledge Mr. Cat- 
ning had the best of the argument, inthe correspon- 
dence on the occasion with the American minister. 
We do hope and trust that our government will not suf- 
fer themselves to be talked into a repeal of this most 
salutary measure—a measure calculated to uphold that 
which must ever be of primary importance to this coun- 
try, “ships, colonies, and commerce.” 








*This is supposed to allude to Mr. Vaughan, the pre 
} sent minister from England. 
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| kind one. 
' think, are averse to obtaining any more land—but an En- 


# ple of any other country, en that account! 
/ —perhaps, we ought to say impudent. 


> Poinsett, and we fear that they are true. 
* attribute them to the British party in Mexico, though, 
> from the tenor of the article from the Times, a suspicion 
» of it may be indulged. 





— 


{There are many errors in this statement. The shut- 
ting of the British West India ports, has had little effect 
on our commerce with the West Indies, generally: and 
British consumers have obtained our products at an in- 
creased cost for freights. 1 





Tat Unirep States anp Mexico. The London 
Times of the 14th, alluding to Mr. Poinsett, our minister 
in Mexico, holds the following language:— 

‘he gentleman in question is understood to have a tho- 
rough knowledge of the internal condition of Mexico,— 
ot her parties, —her resources,—and her wants; whether 
itbe quite a fair use to make of such knowledge, for a di- 
plomatic agent to take an active part in inflaming the dis- 
tractions of an infant state, that a better bargain may be 
thereby squeezed eut of her distresses by worldly mind- 
ed power, secking to snatch from her an extensive and 
highly productive province, is a point of casuistry which 
weare not called upon to decide. But this we know, 
that itis not wisdom nor sound policy in England to see 
the state of Mexico either crushed by a tyrant, or bya 
neighbor cozened. Without going dvep into a delicate 
subject, we will say that the United States have got far 


' enough to the southward and westward on the guiph of 


Mexico, and that it is for the interest and safety of our 


. eolonies, to have Mexico rather than the United States 


for their neighbor. The province ot Texas ought tore- 
main Mexican, as it is, and not to be swallowed up, like 
the Floridasand the whole course of the Mississippi, by 
any grasping government. 

(‘The temper shewn in the preceding article is not a 
A very large part ot the American people, we 


glishman ought to prefer no complaint against the peo- 
It is indelicate 


‘There are sundry reports of attempts to assassinate Mr. 
We shall not 


It is stated, that of the 3500 Spanish troops landed at 


: Tampico, only 1600 were left—and 10 to 15 were dying 
p daily. } 





INTERESTING ITEMS. 
Four negroes were executed at Greenupsburg, Ky. 


) fora murder committed on their owner, while he was 
transporting them down the Ohio to the New Orleans 


market. They died with astonishing firmness, without 
shewing the least compunction for the crime committed, 
and one of them, the instant before he was launched from 


ithe cart, exclaimed—‘‘death—deathfat any time,fin pref- 


erence to slavery.” 

Remains of the mammoth. An Ohio paper states, that 
in exeavating the canal, near Nashport, through the ridge 
that divides the waters ot Licking and Wahatomaka, some 
remains of the mammoth have been discovered, such as 
tusks, grinders, and some ot the smaller bones. The 
frequent accidental discovery of the remains of this ani- 
mal, shews that it must have been pretty numerous. 

A part of the bones of an animal, compared with which 
the mammoth must have been a pigmy, found near fori 
St. Philip, Louisiana, are now exhibiting at Boston. 
The jaw-bone is twenty feet long. 

Princess of Orange’s diamonds.—A Paris paper states 
that a person suspected of having been concerned in 
a the princess’ jewels, has been arrested at Maes- 
Ticht, 

The entire value of the jewels stolen amounted to 
$2,000,000. 

Boston. Harrison Gray Otis, esq. has been re-elected 
Mayur of Boston—having received 1,844 votes out of the 

966 given. ‘The alderman’ were elected with about the 
‘ame unanimity. 

Pirates. A lot of seven have been lately shot at St. 
ohn’s, Porto Rico--2 Frenchman, 3 Spaniards, 1 Greek 
‘nd 1 American. A set of hardened villians, who went 
0 the place of execution smoking cigars, and shewing 
“he utmost mditference to their fate. 

Samuel McKean, of Bradford county, has been ap- 


pointed secretary of state of Pennsylvania, by governor 


olf. 
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Tennessee. We always thought it a joke when it was 
said thatan academy called “Kremer” had been estab- 
lished in this state; but we see that, by the proceedings of 
the legislature, a bill to change the name of Kremer 
academy, in Bledsoe county, to JEFFERSON, was read a 
third time and passed, on the Ist instant. 

Mr. Adams, late president, is now at Washington city. 

Cincinnati, ‘There was a great fire in this city on 
the night ofthe 11th inst. It broke out at the S. E. cor- 
ner of Main and Third streets, which latter it soon cros- 
sed, and all the buildings to the U. S. bank, except two 
brick houses, were destroyed. The amount of the loss 
is not stated. Mr. Dawson’s printing establishment was 
among the property destroyed. 

Letters. 4675 foreign letters were lately received at 
New York, in one day. 

Morris canal. Boats laden with wood and stone have 
arrived at New Ark, N. J. from the northward. The 
canal is now completed from New Ark to Mead’s Basin, 
in Morris connty, a distance of twenty-four miles—and 
boats have passed to and from that place, crossing the 
splendid aqueduct at the Little Falls, and all the inter- 
mediate locks, without difficulty. 

The ‘* Locomotive engine.” It is proposed to publish 
a paper under this title in Baltimore. — It will be devoted 
to internal improvements, mechanical appliances to rail 
roads, general literature, &c. and may become a useful 
chronicle to those seeking information on those impor- 
tant subjects, It will be published weekly at $3 per 
annum, 

Preferred creditors. A \awis before the legislature 
ot Pennsylvania, providing that every mechanic, jour- 
neyman, laborer, or employer, maie or female, for wag- 
es, shall, in case of the insolvency of the employer, 
have a preference over every other creditor, toa pay- 
ment not exceeding fifty dollars. 

Tonnage of Providence, R. I. {t appears by a list re- 
cently made out, that there are at present 121 vessels be- 
longing to this port. Of these 17 are ships, 1 barque, 
44 brigs, 29 schooners, and 30 sloops; the ships, barque, 
and brigs measure 14,095 tons. 

Col. Clinch. A dinner was given to col. Clinch of 
the U.S. army by the citizens of Pensacola on the 12th 
ult. as a mark of respect tor his public and private worth. 
He commanded at Pensacola for seven years, and has 
been ordered to the post at Tampa bay. 

Gold. The last caravan which arrived in Missouri 
from Mexico, brought a large quantity of gold, a good 
portion of which belonged to the exiled Spanish families. 
A large sum in gold bullion, which was buried in Adam’s 
Desert, by the last preceding return caravan, to preserve 
it from robbers, has been recovered by its owners. 

T'wo hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, in spe- 
cie, were received on the 6th mst, at the U. States bank in 
Philadelphia, from New York. 

PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE, 
Inagural address delivered by Grouse Wor, on sis 
inauguration as governor of Pennsylvania, Tuesday, | 

December Uth, 1829, 

FELLOW c1TIZENS:—In assuming upon myself the exe- 
cution of the important trust, which, by the suffrages of 
my feliow citizens have been confided to me, I avail my- 
self of this solemn occasion, thus publicly to express to 
those citizens my grateful acknowledgments for their un- 
merited kindness so freely and so signally bestowed, anc 
to assure them of the anxious solicitude I shall ever feel 
for their welfare and happiness, and of my unceasing en- 
deavours, whilst in their service, to merit in some mea- 
sure, this cistinguished mark ot their confidence. ® 

If in the course of the frequent vicissitudes and chang- 
es inseparable from our elective form of government, 
but salutary and essential to the preservation of its purity 
and the faithful administration of its concerns, the wisest 
and most experienced of our citizens, when called to dis- 
charge its highest functions, have not tailed to evince those 
sensations of diffidence and self distrust, which the magni- 
tude and difficulty of the trast inspired, what feelings of 
despondency and fearful anxiety must not be awakened 
in the breast of him, one of the humblest of your citizens, 
who is about to enter upon the same arduous duties, un- 
der circumstances at once adverse, intricate and embar- 





lrassing, who can lay no claim to other than the ordinary 
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‘endowments of nature, and who cannot fail to be peculiar- 
Jy conscious of his own deficiencies and imperfections. 

_ But, if notwithstanding all the discouraging circumstan- 
ces by which I feel myself surrounded, an honest zeal for 
the public good; if an ardent desire to promote the general 
welfare and happiness of the people; it an assiduous and 
untiring devotion to the advancement of their best inter- 
ests; and ifan unwearied industry im the faithful (ioc arge 


s+ 





of official éuties, can in any measure compensate forthe | 


absence of those accomplishments and attainments, so 
necessary and desirable in the character of a chie! magis- 
trate of a great and growing commonwealth, or will in 
seme degree justify the choice which its citizens have 
made, I trast | may be permitted to say, without incur- 
oe imputation either of vanity or presumption, that 
4uch shall not be wanting on my part. 

That in the discharge of the various and complicated 
Guties which have been assigned to me, I shall often err, 
admits of no doubt; to be exempt from error is not the 
Yat of frail humanity, voluntary errors will not be com- 

itted; for such as are involuntary, and result from the 
weakness and imperfection of our nature, [ shall bespeak 
the indulgence and forbearance of my fellow citizens, 
firmly relying on their candor, intelligence and discrim- 
ination, to ascribe them to the proper source. 

n administering the affairs of the government, the con- 
stitutions of this state and of the wnion, which in your 
presence IT have solemnly sworn to support, will be my 
guides. The immutable principles of justice and of equal 
rjgnts, on which they are based, will be zealously guard- 
ed and maintained. The powers vested in the executive 
‘branch of the government, by the constitution, will be ex- 
ercised with that caution and discretion which their im- 


rtance demands, and so as in no case to transcend the! 


imits prescribed by that instrument. All laws, the ex- 
ecution of which falls within the scope of executive duties, 


will be carried into effect, in such manner as to ensure | 


equal and exact justice to all. 
*The republican maxims, that the people are the source 
Of all political power; that governments are instituted for 
~¢heir benefit; that those who administer them are their 
servants, bound to obey their will, so far as that will 
can be distinctly known or ascertained; accountabie to 
them for all their official acts, and responsible to them 
.for al! wilful omissions of duty, have been, and wil! con- 

‘tinne to be cherished by me. 
In the distribution of the executive patronage, the 
mast delicate, and certainly the least desirable of all its 
rations, the public good alone will be consulted; sel- 
fish considerations will be repudiated and rejected. Of- 
‘Sicer'’s have been established by the constitution and laws o! 
ihe commonwealth, for the accommodation and conveni- 
ence of the people, and to aid in carrying into effect the 
operations of the government in all its various rarifica- 
‘tions and details. Sinecures never were contemplated 
wither by the framers of the constitution or the legisla- 
unre; no individual, therefore, can expect to be appointed 
an offiee of trust or profit, until he shall have esta)- 
Jiabe@ a character for moral integrity, industry, sobriety 
ang 4 capacity to discharge his official duties personally, 
and without a reliance on others. Justice to the public, 
as wellas the moral character of the state itself, demand 
a rigid adherence to this rule, and it is earnestly hoped 
and expected, that every good citizen of the common- 
wealth will contribute his aid to carry it into complete 
operation and effect. He who has been dishonest in his 
private transactions, or has proved unfaithful in the mat- 
ter afa private trust, can have no claim to public confi- 
dence; it would be inequitable and unjust, that the idle, 
incompetent individual should be suffered to pocket the 
emolaments of an office, the doties of which he has 
neither the capaeity nor the inclination to perform, whilst 
the competent, industrious citizen, who would discharge 
itg duties with honor to himself and advantage to the pub- 
lic, is doomed to be overlooked and neglected. Sound 
morality as well as public policy require, that the ruinous 
and desolating sin of imtemperance should be discounte- 
naneed and rooted out of society; net encouraged by the 
stowal of places of trust and profit on its votarics. It 
s manifest, from the very nature and design of our civil 
‘institutions, that those to whom any part of the public 
business is entrusted, should be such as will make it 
their business not only thoroughly to understand their 
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duty, but who will also industriously and faithfully at. 
tend to its performance. 

To mamtain relations with the general government an) 
those of our sister states, at once friendly and concilia. 
tory, will be my constant asim; to sustain the former jp 
ail its measures, tending to promote the general Welfare, 
as it will be my duty, so also will it accord with my ip. 
clination and best wishes; should encroachments anbay. 
pily he made by cither, on the rights of the state or any 
of its citizens, they will be resisted ina manner becoming 
the dignity ofa great and independent sovereignty. 

With regard to ‘he great question of internal improve. 
ment, (about which there seems to be some diversity o; 
Opinion, and upon which it may be expected that I should 
express my own), whether considered in reference to 
the powers of the general government, to aid i, construct. 
ing works of internal improvement, of a national churac. 
ter by the appropriation of money for such objects: or jy 
reference to the policy of this state, in constructing ase. 
ful and necessary works of improvement within its own 
limits, at its own expense, and under the immediate su. 
pervision and control of its constituted authorities, I can 
troly say, that I have never doubted the former, and that 
nothing has yet transpired to induce me to question the 

atter. 

That Pennsylvania, patriotic, enlighted and prosperons, 
blessed with a constitution securing to her citizens the 
highest privileges man is destined to enjoy upon the 
earth; containing a population, intelligent, mdustrious 
and enterprising, and possessing a soil capable of the high- 
est possible state of cullvation, rich im her xgrieultural, 
her manufacturing and mineral productions is destined, 
at no remote period, by a wise course of legislation and 
skilful husbanding of her resources, to become, as from 
her local position and the physics] advantages she so pre- 
eminently enjoys, she of right ought to be, the brightest 
siar in our political galaxy, can scarcely admit of a'doubt, 
First in the march of mternal improvement, Pennsy)- 
vania will be the last to recede from a system which 
promises so much, and from which, by pursuing a judi- 
cious and prudent course of policy, there is so littiete 
fear. A system of internal improvement progressive in 
its character, advanemg towards its final consti mation, 
steadily but surely, conducted skiltuily and on prineiples 
of prudence and economy; not suffered in its course to 
outstrip the credit, or to impair the public confidence in 
the fiscal operations of the state, Ought in my opinion, to 
form a prominent teature in our state policy. 

The internal wealth and resources of the state, con 
sisting of agricultural productions, which may be increas 
ed to an inealculable extent; of iron ore and coal, anthro 
cite and bituminons, imbedded in our hills and our val: 
lies almost without limit and without stint; besides a ve- 
riety of other valuable productions, which are constantly 
developing themselves, cannot be made available to thei 
possessors, or to add to the general wealth and prosper 
ity ot the community without the aid of such artificial com 
munications as will facilitate their Wransportation and con- 
veyance from the places where they are produced or de 
posited © such point and places where they may be profit: 
ably converted and disposed of to the uses for which Gel 
and nature have designed them. But to open such com: 
muniestions must be the work of time, to enable our cit’ 
zens to reap the golden harvest anticipated, we must not 
suffer our impatience to force us into tcasures wiich i 
the end may greatly retard, if not entirely defeat the ob 
ject we have so much at heart—by attempting too much ve 
shall only embarrass our operations and protract the ac- 
complishment of our designs; the credit of the state and 
the public confidence in its ability to meet its engagements 
musi keep pace with the spirit of improvement vo ensure 
its success; should these fail, the system itself must sink; 
against sueh « state ot things itis our duty to guard. AS 
a real frend to & system of internal improvement such 4 
I have described; as one to whom the character as well 
as the prosperity of the state, and the comiorts and con 
veniences of all its citizens cannot fail to be subjects of 
the deepest solicitude aud concern, 1 would take oecasien 
respectiully to suggest, whether we would not be more 
likely to ensure success to the system itseif, by confit- 
ing for the present ali our energies as well as all the 
means of the state to the works already commenced, an 
to the gradual extension of such as require to be extendet! 
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to answer their original design, or to render them useful | 
and profitable to the public; thereby ensuring their 

s y completion and securing to the treasury an addi- 

tional source of revenue which will relieve it from em- 

barrassment, inspire confidence in its resources, and give 

anew impetus to the public mind and feeling in favor of 
commencing and conducting to successful completion, 

hereafter, other important objects of enterprise aud pub- 

lic utility. 

To aid, encourage and protect agriculture, commerce 

and manufactures, the three important branches of our 
national industry, as well as the great sources of wealth 

and prosperity to our citizens, and I may add, of real in- 

dependence to eur common country, are powers to be 
exercised exclusively by congress, and with that care and 

caution which shall secure to the one equal advantages 
with the other. It cannot be denied however, that the 

latter branch of our industry, and which is of vital im- 

portance to the people of Pennsylvania, is still in a great 
measure in its infancy, and requires the artificial stimulys 
of legislation, to bring it to that state of perfection in 
which it may take its rank in point of prosperity with, 

and contribute to the successful advancement of the othey 
two. It is believed that the late act of congres, “in al- 
teration of the several acts, imposing duties on imports,” 
has gone far to produce the result desired; the efficacy of 
the provisions of the act just mentioned to give vigor 
and permanency to our manufacturing establishments, 
will soon be tully tested, and should the experiment 

made, be found inadequate to attain the end desired, 

we may safely confide in that august body, within 
whose province the subject rests, that the proper reme- | 
dy will be applied. The talents and enlightened pa- 

triotism too, of the delegation representing this state 

in the national legislature, give ample assurance, that the 

honor of the state, and the true interests of its citizens, 

have been deposited in safe hands, and that they wit 
neither be compromised nor neglected. ‘That the pro- 

tecting system will continue to be cherished by the mass 

of our citizens, who cannot fail to perceive that on the 

permanency of that course of policy, their best interests 

will materially depend, can scarcely admit of a doubt; 

and so long as the people continue to cherish the system, 

there will be little cause to fear that their representatives 
will run counter to it. Although the legislatures of the 

different states can exercise no immediate control over 
this important and deeply interesting subject, yet the ex- 

pression of its opinions and views by the legislature of-a 

state to the congress of the United States, in relation to 
the great measures of national policy depending before 

that body, will not fail to command a respectful attention, 
and be received with that deference which is due from 

the national government to the interests and wants of one 

of its constituent members. There are, however, other 
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branches of productive industry, which properly fall 
within the scope of the municipal regulations o! the state | 
governments, and over which a salutary influence mgy | 
be shed by legislative enactments, tending to protect 
those engaged in them against imposition and loss, and 
to ensure (to their labor its ligitimate return; such are 
some of the mechanic arts and other branches of busjness 
pursued by the working classes, immediately connected 
with them. Every legislative enactment, having for its 
object to foster and encourage this useful and valuable 
portion of our citizens, is an incentive to a laudable emu- 
lation to excel in every species of industry embraced 
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cutive magistrate can abstain from pressing on the atten- 
tion of the legislature without being justly chargeable 
with a culpable neglect of duty; I mean that clause of 
the constitution which enjoins that “the legislature sba}}i 
as soon as conveniently may be, provide by law for the 
establishment of schools throughout the state, in such 
manner that the poor may be taught gratis,” an injunction 
which I trust no statesman will disregard or philanthro- 
pist treat with neglect. This call has been so frequent- 
ly made by the eminent statesmen who have preceded 
me in the executive department of this government, that 
1 fear a repetition of it now, will be considered as form - 
ing a subject too stale und hackneyed to be productive of 
any beneficial effects, but as some of those calls have 
heretofore produced favorable results, nf&y [ not be per- 
mitted to indulge the hope, that the enlightened body, 1 
am now addressing, will turn their attention to the ig- 
junction itself as being one, which considering the high 
source from which it emenates is entitled to their unqua- 
lified deference and respect. The philanthropic design, 
and patriotic intention of the framers of the constitution 
cannot, certainly, be passed over with indifference by 
any legislative body which views the subject of educa- 
tion, in all its important bearings, as well with regard to 
the evils resulting to society from a want of that moral 
and scholastic instruction to which a large portion of our 
citizens, who are now destitute of the means of obtaining 
them, is doomed; as in reference to the stability ang! 
permaneney of our free institutions, themselves, which 
must always materially depend on the virtue and intel- 
ligence of the people. It is an incontrovertible truth, 
that civil liberty never can flourish in the same soil with 
ignorance; to be duly appreciated and rationally enjoy- 
ed, the ample privileges it confers, and the rich blessings 
it imparts, must be felt and understood; without the 
lights of education, the only true source of correct infor- 
ration, this never can be accomplished. ‘That legisla- 
ture therefore, which shall have devised and brought to 
maturity a system of education, by means of primary or 
common schools,to be established throughout the state, 
and supported by its own munificence and liberality on a 
scale so broad and extensive as to reach every village 
and neighborhood, and which shall ensure to every indi- 
gent child in the commonwealth the rudiments of learn- 
ing at least, will not only have contributed largely to the 
perpetuation of our frec institutions, but reared to itself 
a monument of imperishable fame. 

Our judiciary system too, would seem to require re- 
vision, and ought, tt is believed, to form another subject 
for the serious deliberations of the legislatures: Un- 
der the present system, the time of the judges of the 
supreme court, is so constantly engrossed and occupied, 
and their labors have become so onerous and incessant, 
that there is no opportunity afforded for reading or re- 
flection, which to inspire confidence in their decisions on 
new and important questions, which are constantly aris- 
ing, and which are to become the settled law of the land, 
are all essential and important; besides the constant gc- 
cumulation of business arising from obvious causes, not- 
withstanding the efforts of the jadges to keep it dowa, 
and the unavoidable delays consequent thereon, are be- 
coming evils of no small magnitude. Whether estabs 
lishing a tribunal to sit as a court of errors and appeals; 
increasing the number of judges on the bench of the su- 
preme court, or so organizing the present courts as to 
ensure a more equal distribution of labor among the 


within its provisions; and it isa duty of the first obliga- judges of the supreme court, and those of the common 
tion imposed upon those entrusted with the administra-| pleas, having a tendency to expedite the public busi- 


tion of government, to infuse into the ranks of industry a 


ness, and to give more vigor and efficiency tothe ad- 


spirit of filial confidence, that their interests wilJ not be | ministration of the laws, would afford the better remedy, 


treated with indifference and neglect by those who are 
bound to protect them, and to furnish the assurance that 
they too are objects of the care and solicitude of those 
who emphatically are the guardians of the people’s rights. 

It will not be expected, that, on an occasion such as 
the present, any thing should be said in reference to 
the state ofthe commonwealth, or the measures to be 
submitted to the deliberations of the legislature during 
the present session; the message of my respected pre- 
decessor has presented both in detail. Sut 1 would call 
the attention of that portion of my fellow citizens, who 
compose the legislative branch of the government, to one 
or two topics, the first of which, it seems to me, n6 exe- 


isaquestion submitted with great deference to the wis: 
dom of the legislature. 

With an anxious desire on my part, to cultivate a 
spirit of friendship, harmony and good will with all thase 
connected with the administration of the government, 
and more especially with those who constitute its. legis- 
lative department, | pledge myself, that to all their mea- 
sures, tending to promote the public good, I will yield.a 
cheerful and hearty concurrence, asking in return a re- 





ciprocity of good feeling on their part, together with their 
aid and co-operation in such measures, tending to the 
same object, as the executive may from time to time find 
it necessary and expedientito recommend. 
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Permit me, fellow-citizens, before closing this ad- 
dress, to congratulate you on the happy state and condi- 
tion of the commonwealth, and of our common country. 
Whilst in the old world we find one portion of it has 
been visited with the desolating scourge of war, and 
drenched with the blood of its unoffending subjects, 
and other portions of it have been convulsed by internal 
commotions and risings of the people, driven to despera- 
tion, by the chilling hand of poverty, or the more deadly 
and desolating grasp of absolute famine and want, the na- 
tural concomitants of arbitrary power and oppression, 
we have been permitted to enjoy the inestimable bies- 
sings of a profound peace; of prosperity unexampled in 
the history: of nations; of a government based immedi- 
ately on the wij) of the people, and administered ou the 
purest principles of republican simplicity; of laws mild 
and humane, administered peaceably but promptly, and 
executed even unto the death of the offender, without 
tnmult or confusion, and without producing other sensa- 
tions in the public mind than those of acquiescence in or 
submission to, the justice of the penalties they inflict; of 
liberty civil and religious, secured to us by written con- | 
stitutions, bearing in their train the freedom of speech, 
the freedom of the press, and last, though not least, the 
tree exercise of the rights of conscience; privileges, 
which it is devoutly hoped, no American citizen will ever 
relinquish, but with his life, whatever may be the spe- 
cious pretext to induce the sacrifice. In short, we in- 
habit a country, which from its earliest infancy to the 
present day, Providence by the most signal manifestations 
of its goodness and protecting care, seems to have dis- 
tinctly marked for its own. And permit me here em- 
phatically to say, that if there is a nation on the face of 
the earth, which, more than any other, is bound to be 
devoted to its God by all the sacred ties of gratitude and 
Jove, that nation is the American people. 

Having now, fellow citizens, briefly delineated to you 
some of the general principles by which in the course of 
my administration I shal! be governed, and adverted to 
others which will be cherished and maintained, I shall, in 
the fear, and as I humbly trust, under the guidance and 
direction of that All Wise Being, in whose hands are the 
destinies of men and of nations, proceed to the discharge 
of my duty, : 
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December, 17. 
ston enquiring into the @xpediency of constructting a direet | 
voad from Washington to New Orleans, was considered | 
and agreed to. 

Mr. Sanford presented the petition of Benjamin Pen- 
dieton, of New York, asking for indemnity for his losses 
sustained by reason of the non-performance on the part 
of the government, of its engagements with him, in rela- 
tion to the recently contemplated exploring naval expedi- 
tion to the South Seas. Referred to the committee on 
naval affairs, 

Mr. Livingston presented the petition of the mer- 
chants of New Orleans, who had ordered goods from Fu- 
rope before the passage of the present tariff law, asking | 
a remission of the additional duties. Referred to the | 
committee on finance. 

Mr. Livingston presented the memorial of the mer- 
chants, traders, and others, of the city of New Orleans, 
requesting that a duty of ten per cent, be laid on sales at 
auction. Referred to the committee on finauce. 

Mr. Chambers, on leave, introduced a bill providing 
for the final settlement of the claims of certain states 
therein mentioned, for interest on their advances during 
the late war; which was read, and passed to a sccond 
reading. 

The bill for the relief of the mayor and city council of 
Baltimore, was read the second time, and referred to the 
committee of claims. 

The senate then went into conclave on executive busi- 
ness, after which, on motion by Mr. Marks, 

Adjourned to Monday. 

December 21, Certain resolutions submitted on Thurs- 
day last by Mr. Livingston, on the subject of opening a 
water communication between the Mississippi and lake 
Poncliartrain, of erecting a tight house atthe mouth of 





A resolution submitted by Mr. Living- } 


Tehifuneti river; and of constructing embankments an¢ 
bridges, and making roads on the public lands in Louisi. 
ana, at the expense of the United States, were consider. 
ed and agreed to, as was also a resolution, offered by 
Mr. Chambers on the same day, proposing an inquiry 
into the expediency of authorizing a subscription on the 
part of the United States to the stock of the Washington 
turnpike road company. 

Several resolutions, having reference to business of g 
local character, were offered for consideration, and man 
gentlemen gave notice that they intended to introduce 
bills, the subject of which will be sufficiently noticed 
hereafter. 

Mr. Hendricks presented a resolution of the legisla. 
ture of Indiana, on the subject of the right of the state 
to the public lands within its limits, 

Mr. King presented a memorial of the legislature of 
Alabama, requesting a grant to the state of all the un- 
sold public lands within her limits; for the purposes o! 
internal improvement and education, 

Mr. McKixley also presented memorials of the le- 
gislature of Alabama, for the postponement of the sales 
of public lands in that state, and a change in the mode 
ot selling said lands; and for further relief of the pur- 
chasers of the public lands. Referred to the committee 
on public land. 

After the transaction of other minor business, the sen- 
ate went into the consideration of executive business, 
and then adjourned. 

December 22. Mr. Smith of Md. presented a memo- 
rial from the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, 
praying fora subscription to the stock of the company. 
Referred. 

Mr. Livingston presented a petition from Frances 
Glavry, praying compensation for property captured and 
confiscated by the French government, which, on motion 
of Mr. L. was referred to a select cominittee, chosen b 
ballot, consisting of Messrs. Livingston, Holmes, Silsbee, 
Chambers and Sunford. 

Mr. Holmes presented the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary ot the treasury he direct- 
ed to report to the senate, what funds of the United States, 
deposited in the state banks or the banks of the District ot 
Columbia, have been directed to be withdrawn since the 
session of congress of 1824; what sums still remain in 
such banks; at what times the transfers were respectively 
directed, and in what cases such funds are safe, unsafe 
or doubttul. 

A joint resolution submitted by Mr. Smith of S.C, 
moving an adjournment until to Monday, in order to give 
the committees of both houses time for the preparation 
of reports, &c. was agreed to by the senate—yeas 19, 
nays 17, 

A bill to provide for the payment of sundry citizens of 
the territory of Arkansas, for trespasses committed upon 
their property by the Osage Indians in the years 1816— 
17, and 1823, and a bill for the fina! adjustment of pri- 
vate land claims in Missouri, were read # third time and 
passed, 

Other businesswas transacted, when, after a short 
lime spent on executive business, the senate adjourned, 

December 23. Vhe motion submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Holmes, in relation to the condition of the public 
deposites in the state banks, was considered and agreed 
to. 

The following, was among other petitions presented. 
By Mr. Barnard—the petition of the distillers of the 
city of Philadelphia, to allow a drawback on the expor- 
tation of domestic distilled spirits from foreign molas- 
ses. 

The bill providing for the allowance of interest to cer- 
tain states for advances made during the late war, was 
taken up, amended, so as to include N. Hampshire, R. 
Island and N. Carolina, and made the order of the day, 
for Monday next. 

A message having been received from the house of 
representatives, announcing that they had passed a reso- 
lution for the appointment of a joint committee on the 
library of congress, in which they requested the concur- 
rence of the senate, the senate proceeded to ballot for 
acommittee on their part, when Messrs. Robbins, Wood- 
bury, and Grundy were elected—the senate then ad 
journed, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Dec. 17. After the presentation and re- 
ference of a great number of petitions— 

On motion of Mr. Standifer, it was ; 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on Indian affairs be in- 
structed to inquire what further means may be expedient 
and necessary. im addition to those already provided by 
jaw, to facilitate the removal of such of the Cherokee In- 
dians as are disposed to emigrate and settle themselves 
west of the Mississippi river. 

Mr. Sevier moved to amend this resolve by adding 
the words ‘‘and west of the territorial line of Arkansas:” 
and this amendment being accepted,by the mover asa 
modification of his resolution— 

The resolve, as amended, was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. White, of Florida, it was 

Resolved, That the committee ov agriculture be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing for 
the compilation of a treatise on the cultivation of the su- 

r cane, and the fabrication and refinement of sugar, in- 
cluding the most modern mprovements; and, also, into 
the expediency of requesting the president of the United 
States to cause to be procured, through the commanders 
of our public armed vessels, and our consuls abroad, 
such varieties ot the sugar cane as may be best adapted 
to the soil and climate of the United States. 


Mr. Hunt, ot Vermont, submitted for consideration 


ce a ee 





the following resolution: r 
Resolved, That the committee on the public lands be } 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of appropriating 


the nett annual proceeds of the sales of the pubiie lands | mory o 


among the several states, for the purpose of education and | 
internal improveinent, im proportion to the representa- 
tion of each in the louse of representatives. 

A briet discussion eusued on the consideration of this 
resolution, between Messrs. Sterigre, Hun: and T'est, 
when it was amended, on motion of Mr. Sever, by mn- 
serting alter the word “states, the words ‘‘and territo- 
ries,” and then ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Storrs, of New York, it was 

Resoived, Vhat the secretary of the department of the 
treasury be directed to communicate to this house co- 
pies of the monthly reports of the affairs of the bank of 
the United States received at the treasury department 
since the first day of July last. [Agreed to nem. con. on 

Monday. |} 

Mr. Verplank, of New York, submitted for considera- 
tion, the following: 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on the post office and 
post roads be instructed to inquire and report on the 
expediency of reducing the rate ot postage on periodical 
publications, and piacig them at the same rate and un- 
der the same regulation with newspapers. 

Mr. Hali of North Carolina submitted for cousidera- 
tion the tollowing: 

Resolved, Vhat a select committee be appointed and 
instructed to inquire isto (ue expediency of amending 
the constitution of the United States, so as to define 
more clearly the separation between the powers d¢legat- 
ed to the government of the United States, and those re- 
tained by the people or delegated to the state govern- 
ments. 

In offering this resolution, Mr. Hall reterred to that 
part of the president’s message whieh alludes to consti- 
utional construction, to shew that this portion of the 
message had not been referred as yet to any committee. 

After the resolution was so modified as to propose 
the reference of the subject of it to a select committee, 
instead of a standing committee, as proposed by Mr. 
Hall, the question was taken on agreeing to it, and it 
was determmed in the negative—ayes 62, noes 84. So 
the resolution was Aerie § 

On motien by Mr. Carson the house proceeded to 
consider the resolution moved on Tuesday by Mr. De- 
sha, proposing to refer to a committee the expediency of 

Ocating an armory on the western waters. An animated 
debate ensued, bit before the question was taken, a mo- 
ion for adjournment prevailed, and the house adjourned 
according ty. 

Monday, Dec. 21. Arbraham Rencher, arepresen- 
‘ative from North Carolind, appeared to day, and took 








vis seat, 





—— 

















A large number of petitions were presented, afte™ 
which sundry bills from the committee on claims, &c. 
were read twice and disposed of. 

The speaker laid betore the house the annual report 
of the clerk of the house, of the expenditures out of the 
contingent fund during the last year; as, also, of the 
names of the clerks and messengers in the service of the 
house; which report was read, and laid on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house sundry additional 
documents in relatton to the contested election of Pryor 
Lea, one of the representatives from the state of Ten- 
nessee; which documents were referred to the commit- 
tee of elections. 

Considerable time was oceupied in discussing the res- 
olution for establishing an armory on the western waters, 
and, after various attempts to amend, it was to 
without a dissenting voice, and then the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 22, After the usual preparatory busi> 
ness, Mr. McDuffie, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported « bill making an appropriation for re- 
pairing and fitting out the frigate Brandywine, which 
was read twice, committed to a committee of the whole 
on the state of the union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Hickliffe, from the select committee on retrench- 
ment, reported (in part) a bill to establish a uniform rale 
tor the computation of the mileage of members of con- 
gress, and for other purposes, which was read twice, 
committed made order of the day for to-mmorrow, and 
ordered ts de printed. 

Mir. Carson, submitted a resolution authorising an en- 
quiry ito the expediency of establishing a national ar- 
n the waters of the Atlantic states, south of Vir- 


| ginia, which was agreed to, 


On mouon of Mr. Drayton, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on foreign affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making com- 
pensation to American citizens for the losses which 
they have sustained m consequence of illegal seizures, 
confiscations, and condemnations of their property, by 
France anterior to the 30th Sept, 1800. 

Mr. Chilton, in offering the following resolution, re- 
ferred to the resolutions which he had the honor to offer 
at the preceding session, on the subject of retrenchmentt 
however litte honor they had done him, and the lengthy 
and elaborate report which ha! been made. He then 
mosed a resolution that the c git bills reported by that 
committee, with their report, be referred to the commit- 
tee on retrenc!\juent now raised. As he had suffered 
much, he hoped the house would accede to his motion. 
The resolution was then agreed to. 

On motion of Mr Crockett, the committee on public 
lands was disch rged from the consideration of the me« 
mora! from the state of Tennessee, on the subject of pub- 
lie lands 

A joint resolution from the senate, providing that the two 
houses adjourn from this day to Monday, to afford time 
for the comittees to prepare their reports was read twice. 

The question being on the engrossment of the resolu- 
tion for a third reading, it was carried in the affirmative— 
ayes 90—noes 70. 

The resolution was read a third time. 

The question being on the passage of the resolution—~ 

Mr. Condict then, after a tew words on the business 
before the house, asked for the ayes and noes on the ques- 
tion, and a sufficient number rising, the ayes and noes 
were ordered. 

Mr. R. M. Johnson then madesome remarks in fa- 
vor ot the resolution. He was not afraid to vate for it, 
for he believed that his constituents would see the pro- 
priety of this course. He would not treat his constitu- 
ents as children, by supposing that they would attribute 
his course to any improper feeling. On subjects of this 
character he considered himself to have a discretion. 
The business is now befere the committees, and time 
ought to be giventothem to mature the business. He 
contended that the busmess of members is more in the 
committees at this time than in the house. 

Mr. Vance made some observations in reply. Mr. 
Johnson, explained. Mr. McDitffie asked if any of the 
orders of the day were in a cond:tion to be taken up. 

The speaker replied that the bills ordered to be print- 
ed had not been printed, and that they could not he reae 
dy for the action of the house. 
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‘Mr. Richardson was opposed to the resolution, con- 
sidering that the house could be diligently and properly 
employed in listening to the petitions from the people. 


Mr. Whittlesey said he did not understand the speaker 
to say that the printed bills would not be on the tables 
to-morrow. A request had been made to the public 
ee to have the bills on the tables this morning. 

hey were all short bills, and might have been on the 
table nye gd sundown. The printer has sent word 
that they will be on the tables to-morrow morning. He 
then made some allusions to the state of business, and 
the duties of the members both in the house and in the 
committees. He stated that when the committee on 
elections should report, which he expected would be 
early next week, there would be important business, to 
which the claims of petitioners must give way. He 
thought we should meet to-morrow to get through the 
Psainess, and we might then adjourn over the holidays. 


Mr. Cambreleng said it wasa sufficient reason for ad- 
journwent that the bills would not be our tables until 
to-morrow. However attentively the gentleman from 
Ohio, as chairman oi the committee on claims, may have 
examined the claims, he cculd not expect that other gen- 
tlemen were prepared to act on fhem. 


The question was then taken on the passage of the res- 
olution, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barnwel!, Beekman, Bell, 
Blair, of S. C. Bockee, Bourst, Boulden, Buchs2an, But- 
moan, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carson, Chilton, Clark, ; 
Coleman, Conner, Cowles, Crowinshield, Davis, of S. 
C. Dickinson, Drayton, Dudley, Dwight, Everett, of 
Mass. Ford, Gorham, Gurley, Hall, Haynes, Hemp- 
hill, Hinds, Hoffman, Hubbard, Hunt, Johns, Johnson, 
of Ken. King, of N. Y. Lamar, Leiper, Lewis, Lump- 
kin, Mallary, Marr, Martin, Maxwell, of Va. McDuffie, 
Mitchell, Monell, Muhlenburg, Nuckolls, Rencher, 
Wm. B. Shepherd, A. H. Shepard, Storrs, of N. Y. 
Thompson, of Geo. Verplanck, White, of Lou. Wick- 
liffe, Wilde, Wingate, Young—63. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Alston, Angel, Armstrong, 
Arnold, Bailey, Barber, of Con. Barringer, Bariuey, 
Bates, Baylor, Blair, of Ten. Boon, Broadhead, Brown, 
Burges, Cahoon, Chandler, Claiborne, Clay, Coke, 
€ondict, Cooper, Coulter, Craig, Crane, Crawford, 
Crockett, Creighton, Crocheron, Daniel, Davenport, 
Davis, of Mass. Deberry, Desha, DeWitt, Duncan, 
Farll, Ellsworth, Evans, of Me. Evafis, of Penn. Find- 
lay, Finch, Fisher, Forward, Foster, Fry, Gaither, Gil- 
more, Goodenow, Grennell, Halsey, Hammons, Harvey, 
Hawkins, Hodges, Howard, Hughes, Huntington, thrie, 
Ingersoll, Irwin, of Penn. Irvin, of Ohio, Isacks, Jen- 
nings, Johnson, of Ten. Kendall, Kennon, Kincaid Lea, 
Lecompte, Lent, Letcher, Lyon, Magee, Martindale, 
Maxwell, McCreery, Melntire, Newton, Overton, 
Pearce, Petti’s, Pierson, Polk, Potter, Powers, Ramsey, 
Reed, Richardson, Ripley, Russel, Scott, Shields, 
Semmes, Sill, Smith, Smyth, of Va. Speight, Spencer, of 
N. Y. Sprigg, Stanberry, Standifer, Sterigere, Stephen, 
Storrs, of Con. Swan, Swift, Taylor, Test, Thomson, 
of Ohio, Tracy, Tucker, Vanee, Varnum, Vinton, 
Washington, Weeks, Whittlesey, Williams, Yancey—121. 

So the motion was rejected. 

A resolution submitted by Mr. Storrs for the sup- 
pression of certain frauds in Arkansas, was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Drayton, it was } 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
pay and emoluments of captains and masters command- 
antin the naval service of the United States. 

@n motion of Mr. Test, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on internal improve- 
mients be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
causing that part of the national road which lies within 
the state of Indiana, to be graded and thrown up, and 
bridges, drains, aud culverts, to be built where required, so 
as to put the said road in complete order for receiving 
the stone or gravel, and completing the same according 
to the McAdam plan. 

Mr. Test referred to the existing law in relation to 
this road, and to the necessity of making some repairs, if 
the benefit of that law is not to be entirely lost. 

On motien of Mr. Ramsay the house adjourned. 





- Se an 


Wednesday, Dec. 23. Numerous bills were report 
ed by different committees, and certain received fron 
the senate read and referred. 


On motion of Mr. Duncan it was 

Resolved, That the committee on internal improve. 
ment be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
opening and rie the Cumberland road, from tije 
western line of the state of Indiana, th) ough the State 
of Illinois to the Mississippi river, and of making an im. 
mediate appropriation for that purpose. 

Mr. Pettis, in submitting the following resolution 
which was agreed to by the house, made afew remark. 
explanatory of its object. 

Resolved, That the committee on internal improve. 
ments be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for locating, opening, and grading the 
Cumberland road from the Mississippi river to the seat 
of qrestemnent of the state of Missouri; and into the ex. 
pediency of causing bridges to be erected, and such other 
improvements to be made on the said road as will fit it 
for icamediate use. | 


On motion of Mr. Sevier, it was 
; Resolved, age a same committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of making an appropriati 
to extend the United States red, lend froba Natchito. 
ches, in Louisiana, to Washington, in Arkansas, to the 
northern boundary line of said territory. | 

Mr. Everett moved the following ‘resolution, which 
was read and laid on the table according to rule, viz: 

Resoived, Vhat the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to the house the monthly returns 
of the bank of the United States for the year 1829, not 
comprehended by the resolution of the house of the 213: 
instant. 


On motion of Mr. Dwight, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the census be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making provi- 
sion by law, for collecting statistical information, touch 
ing the state of agriculture, commerce, and manufactu- 
rers, at the same time when the census is taken. 

Mr. Richardson moved the following resolution, which: 
was read and ordered to lay on the table, viz: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to 
consider the expediency of appropriating a portion of the 
revenue of the United States to purposes of education, to 
be apportioned among the several states and territories, 
according to the ratio of representation. 

On motion of Mr. Cahoon, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the militia be in- 
structed to inquire intu the expediency of so altering the 
militia laws as to exempt from military duty in time o' 
peace, all persons under 21 and over 35 years of age. 

On motion of Mr. Camdrelenz, it was 

Resolved, That the committee of commerce be instruet- 
ed to inquire into, and report on the past and the present 
condition of our navigation; and to recommend snch mea- 
sures as may be necessary to enlarge our commercia! 
marine. 

On motion of Mr. Davenport, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on military pensions 
be instructed te enquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the 3d section of an act of congress, approved May 
15th, 1828, providing for the relief of certain surviving ol- 
ficers and soldiers of the army of the United States revo- 
lution, so as to place the non-commissioned officers, mu- 
sicians, and privates, upon the same footing with the offi- 
cers who are provided tor by the Ist and 2d sections of 
‘said act. 

The house went into committee of the whole, Mr. 
Martin, of S. C. in the chair, and took up the bill mak- 
ing an appropriation for fitting out the Brandy wine frigate. 
The necessity of the measure having been briefly explain- 
ed by Mr. McDuffie, chairman of the committee 0! 
ways and means, and no motion to amend being made, 
it was reported to the house, and unanimously ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 

Sometime was spent in the consideration of private 
| bills, when, on motion of Mr. McDuffie, it was 

Ordered, That when the house adjourns to-morrow, 
it wil) adjourn to meet again on Monglay, the 28th of th« 
present month. 

Adjourned until te-morrew. 
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PUBLIC DOCUMENTS : , 
Accompanying the president’s message to the congress o 
the United States, December, 1829. - 
REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 
Post office department, 24th November, 1829. 
To the president of the United States: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report 
of the state of this department. 

The general post office was established July 26, 1775. 
There was then but one line of posts, extending from 
Falmouth, in New England, to Savannah, in Georgia; 
and the postmaster general was authorized to establish 
such cross posts as he should think proper. 


In October, 1782, the postmaster general was requir- 
ea, by act of congress, to cause the mail to be earried 
oncea week to all the post offices; and by the same act 
he was authorized to make provision for the transmission 
of newspapers by mail. 

When the federal government was organized under 
the present constitution, in 1789, the post office establish- 
ment was revised and perpetuated. There were then, 
and to the close of 1790, only seventy-five post offices in 
the United States: And the extent of post roads in the 
United States, in 1790, amounted to 1,875 miles. Now, 
the number of post offices is eight thousand and four, 
and the post roads amount to 115,000 miles. 


The first line of mail coaches in the United States, was 
established in pursuance of an act of congress, passed 
September 7, 1785, extending from Portsmouth, in New 
Hampshire, to Savannah, in Georgia. The transporta- 
tion of the mail in coaches amounts, at this time, to 
6,507,818 miles in one year, and from the first day of 
January next, it will be increased to 6,785,810 miles. 
The whole yearly transportation of the mail in coaches, 
— and on horseback, amountsto about 13,700,000 
miles. 


The whole amount of postages, (the only souree of 

revenue to the department), from 1789 to 

Joly 1, 1829, was, $26,441,496 
The whole expenses of the department, 

during the same period, were as follows: 





Compensation to postmasters $7,829,925 

Incidental expenses, 896,967 

Transportation of the mail, 16,052,513 
24,779,405 


Veaving an aggregate amount of 
revenue, of $1,662,091 


The revenue of the department is accounted for, as 
follows: 

Amount of the several payments into the 
freasury from 1789, to 1828, 


$1,103,063 
Amount of losses in the transmission ot 


moneys during the same period, 17,348 
Balance, as exhibited on the books of the 
department, on the Ist of July, 1829, 541,680 


$1,662,091 


RS RR me 


From this statement it appears that the department 
has always been sustained by its own resources, and that 
0 money has, at any time, been drawn from the treasu- 
ty for the transportation of the mails: but that it has con- 
tributed to the revenue of the government. 

The sums paid into the treasury by the diferent post- 


master generals are as follows: 

By Timothy Pickering, from December, 
1795, to March, 1795, 47,499 

By Joseph Habersham, from June, 1795, to 
PY te = . : 363,310 

’ eon Granger, from December, 1801, 
to emstchan, 1813, 291,579 

By Return J. Meigs, frem March, 1814, to 
Tune, 1823, 387,209 

By John MeLean, from July, 1823, to De- 
cember, 1828, 13,466 
Muking together, the foregoing sum of $1,103,063 


SY 


The balance of $541,680, exhibited by the books of this 
department, on the Ist of July, 1829, covers allthe balances 
due from postmasters and others, of every description, 
which have been accumulating for forty years, including 
those of the most doubttul, and many of a desperate char- 
acter’ The report of the late postmaster general exhi- 
bited a balance of $332,105 10, as the amount of availa- 
ble funds, at the disposition of the department, on the 
ist of July, 1828. The amount exhimied by thé hooks 
of the department on that day, is $616,394; from whien 
it appears that the sum of $284,289, of old balances, 
was estimated to be either desperate, or of so uncertain 
a character, as that no reliance could be had upon an 
part of it: and it is believed, from examination, that this 
estimate did not essentially vary from what will prove 
to have been the actual amount of losses from 1789 to 
1828. 








To the above amount of $284,289 
Must be added this sum, due for postages 

prior to July 1, 1828, which is since found 

to be desperate, 22,235 
Counterfeit money found on hand $2,634 
Notes of broken banks 1,672 
- 4,506 
Making together the total amonnt of losses 

by bad debts and bad money, $310,830 
Which sum, deducted from the above men- 

tioned balance of 541,680 
Leaves the actual balance, on the Ist of July, 

1829, $230,850 


The fractions in this statement being omitted. 

The amount of moneys on hand, and due from post- 
masters, including judgments obtained on old accounts, 
was reported by the late postmaster general to be, on the 
first day of July, 1827, $370,033 37 

He also reported an exeess of expendi- 
tures beyond the amount of receipts for the 


year ending the Ist of July, 1828, of 37,928 27 





Leaving a balance of moneys on hand, and 
due from postmasters, including judgments 
obtained on old accounts, on the Ist of July, 
} 1828, of 

The amount of postages 
from July 1, 1828, to July 1, 

1829, is found to be $1,707,418 42 

The expenditures of the de- 
partment for the same period, 
are as follows: 
Compensation to 

postmasters 
Transportation of 

the mail 
Incidental expen- 
ses 


$332,105 10 


$559,237 28 
1,153,646 21 
69,249 08 





1,782,132 57 





Shewing, in the amount of 
expendituresfro... July 1, 1828, 
to July 1, 1829, an excess be- 
yond the amount of revenue, 
admitting that every cent of 
postage of the last year shall 
be collected, of 

Add amount of 
bad debts as be- 
fore mentioned 

And amount of 
bad money 


$74,714 15 


$22,235 50 
4,506 38 





26,541 88 





$101,256 03 





Leaving the true balance of available funds 
at the disposal of the department, on the Ist 
of July, 1829, provided so farther losses 
shall be sustained in the collection, viz: 

Cash in deposite $136,448 86 

Balances due trom postmas- 
tersand others 94,400 21 








$290,849 07 
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It appears, therefore, that the funds of the department 
suffered a d minution, from July 1, 1828, to July 1, 1829, 


Of $101,256 05. 


In this result, all the collections made of former debts, 
as well as all losses ascertained within the year, are com- 
prehended. 


The expense for transporting the mail, by reason of 
the increased facilities contracted for, before the com- 
mencement of the present year, from January 1, to July 
1, 1829, exceeded the expense for transportation during 
the corresponding period of the preceding year, $67,333: 
and the expenditures of the departmem for whe same 

riod, being the first half of the current year, had there 

en no increase of postages, would have exceeded its 
revenue $68,681, equal to $137,362, for the year. The 
actual excess of expenditure, however, owing to the in- 
crease of revenue for the half year ending July 1, 1829, 
amounts to but $49,778 55, 


When I entered upon the duties of the department, on 
the 6th of April last, I found the contracts had been 
made, and the responsibilities of the department incur- 
red, tor the whole of the current year, and from one to 
four years in prospect, in the most expensive sections of 
the country. lt appeared necessary, therefore, to direct 
the energies of the department principally to the great 
object of sustaining its operations in the engagements 
which it had already contracted, by its own resources, 
This could be effected only by enforcing a strict ob- 
servance of the law on the part of posimasters, in pre- 
Venting, so far as practicab e, all abuses, and m account- 


ing, regularly and promptly, tor ali the moneys coming | 


into their hands; by guarding against all jurther increase 
of expense, except in causes absuiutely demanded by the 
public interest; and by mstituting such checks and res- 
ponsibilities in the mode of transacting the business of 
the department, asto secure more effectually a proper 
application of its funds, and to prevent, in all cases, a 
cliversion of any part of them from their legitimate ob- 
jects. 


To correct abuses in the privilege of franking, which 
had prevailed to a considerable extent, and to prevent 
others, which were beginning to show themselves, it was 
thought expedient to issue a circular to postmasters, 


calling their special attention to the subject, and enjom-, 


ing renewed vigilance and energy on their part. This 
circular, bearing date the 18th of May last, has not been 
without its effect. ‘The postages accounted tor by post- 
masters are accumulating man increased ratio, which 
promises advantageous results. The proceeds of postages 
tor the quarter ending June 30, 1829, exceed the amount 
for the corresponding quarter of 1828, by $30,376 59. 
The accounts for the quarter ending the 30th ef Sep. 
tember last, are not all examined, but so tar as the ex- 
amination has proceeded, 1 promises a proportionate in- 
crease. 


The contracts for transporting the mail in the states of 
Indiana, Lilinois, Missouri, Teunessee, Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, and Louisiana, and the territory of Arkansas, 
constituting one section, will expire with the current 
year. ‘The rapid increase of population and of business 
m those sections of the country, required considerable 
improvements in the trequency, the celerity and the 
mode ot transporting the mail on the leading routes, tor 
which provision has been made im the renewal of the con- 
tracts. 


The mail communication between New Orleans, and 
the seat of the general government, by way of Mobile 
and Montgomery, in Alabama, and Augusta, m Georgia, 
will, trom the commencement of the ensuing year, be 
effected three timesa week, affording comfortable con- 
yevance for travellers, and the whole trip performed in 
the period of two weeks, each way, through the capitals 
of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolma and Geor- 
gia. 

Lines of four-horse post coaches will also be establish- 
ed, trom the first day of January next, to run three times 
a week, both ways, between Nashville and Memphis, in 
Tennessee. This improvement was deemed important 
to keep a regular and certain intercourse between the 
western states and New Orleans—Memphis being a point 
on the Mississippi to which steamboats car. come at all 





ee “> 


ee 


seasons of the year: it being contemplated to extend 
this Ime to New Orleans by steamboats, so soon as the 
means of the department will justify, and the public in. 
terest shall require it. To give greater utility to this 
improvement, a weckly line of coaches will be also estab. 
lished at the same time, from Florence, in Alabama 
where it will connect with the line from Huntsville) to 

olivar, in Tennessee, at which point it will form a june- 
tion with the line from Nashville to Memphis. 


Such improvements are also provided in the transport- 
ation of the mail through Indiana, Ulinois, and Missouri, 
as that the lines of stages three times a week between 
Louisville, in Kentucky, and St. Louis, n Missouri, will 
connect the correspondence and the travelling in a period 
of two days less than the time now occupied; and con- 
tinue the line to Fayette, beyond the centre ot Missouri, 
within the same time which is now allowed for reaching 
St. Louis. A weekly line of stages will also go into 
operation on the first of January next, from Fayette to 
independence, near the western boundary of that state. 

Phese, with other improvements, provided tor by the 
contracts which have just been made, will add 277,992 
miles to the annual transportation of the mail in stages, 

Notwithstanding the increased expense which these 
additional services would require, the new contracts have 
been made, incinding all the mprovements,tor $19,195 37 
per annum less than the sum paid under the expiring con- 
tracts, for the transport:tion ot the mail in that section, 
ihe advantaceous terms of these contracts will effect a 
saving to the deportment of about twenty-five per cent. in 
proportion to the services to be performed. 


On entering the department, my attention was, at an 
early day, drawn tothe manner im which its funds were 
received and disbursed. Circumstances transpired at 
the very threshold oi this mquity, whiel indicated a 
looseness and irresponsibility enurely incompatible with 
that system which ought to characterize every branch of 
the public service. Moneys had been advanced to dif- 
ferent persons contrary to law; and persons in the imme- 
diate employment of the department, who receive stipu- 
lated salaries, defined and appropriated by law, had re- 
ceived moneys in advance trom the funds of the depart- 
ment, beyond the allowances so provided. and which had 
not been appropriated. There stands at this day,on the 
books of the department, a balance of $2,164 16, for 
moneys formerly advanced out of the funds of the de- 
partment, beyond the compensation provided by law, to 
different officers and clerks, who bad beer employed, but 
who have lett the service: the greater part of which will 
probably never be collected. A considerable number of 
accounts stand open .gainst other individuals, for moneys 
advanced, some of whom are now unknown to the de- 
partment. An act of congress, of April 21, 1806, appro- 
priated 6,400 dollars for repwiring the road trom Athens 
on the route to New Orleans, and 6,000 dollars for the 
ruad between Nashville and Natchez, to be expended 
under the direction of the president, who designated the 
postmaster general to carry the law into effect. The 
moneys appropriaed were mingled with the general 
funds of the department, out of which the expenses of 
the road were defrayed; and there are now standing on 
the books of the office a balance of $1,405 67 against 
the first, and agamst the other of these roads a balanee 
of $1,946 65; making together, the sum of $3,352 32, 
on account of moneys advanced by the department, and 
for which it is still accountable as so much money in 
hand, though these accounts originated twenty-three 
years smce. These facts evinced a radical defect in the 
system of financial operations of the department. 


It appeared that all the funds of the department were 
received ani disbursed by one of the assistants, while the 
postmaster general was beld responsible in law, for their 
proper application. The assistant had it in his power at 
all times to withdraw, or furnish, for the use of others, 
the iunds of the department, to a large amount, without 
the knowledge of its head, or o! any other person attach- 
ed to it. ‘There was no check upon any such transac- 
tions, nor any thing connected with the system calculated 
to bring them tolight. ‘The assistant made deposites of 
part of the funds in different banks, subject to his mdivi- 
dual checks; and retained a purt in his own hands; but to 
what amount is not shewn by any document or record in 
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the department. On the change of the system, there 
was found in an iron coffer, in his possession, the sum of 
$19,876 89, consisting of $19 9 1-2 in specie, and 
$19,857 79 1-2 in bank notes, cert ficates, and checks. 
Of this sum $2,633 76 were found to be counterfeit, and 
$1,672 62 were in notes of broken banks, and of no value. 
A part of the remainder is of very doubtful character. 
Such as was not ascertained to he good has been sent to 
the different states from which. t issued, for the purpose 
of determining its value, and rendering it svailasle; but 
what proportion of it will be found worth!ess or depre- 
ciated, is not yet learned. 


The necessity of an entire change in the mode of con- 
ducting this business, was most obvious. 

Directions have been given, that the money appropriat- 
ed by law for the payment of salaries, shall never be united 
with the funds of the department, but that it shall be 
drawn by an agent appointed for that purpose, and appli- 
ed directly to the object for which it is appropriated; so 
that the persons receiving it shall have no accounts open- 
ed onthe books of the department. This will eff etual- 
ly prevent advances and over-payments on that head in 
future. 


It was important to devise a system by which no mo- 
ney should be received or disbursed, or m any manner 
come within the control of any one individual; but that 
ali moneys should be paid into the department by certifi- 
eates of deposite in banks, and that nothing could be 
drawn from such deposites, not even by the head of the 
department, without the signature of two distinet officers 
of the department, each acting indep ndently of the 
other, and both certilying to the correetness of the act. 
Also, that the transfer of moneys from postmasters to 
contractors, should be subject to the same guard, and re- 
quire in like manner, the investigation and signature of 
two distinct officers of the depart vent. It was likewise 
necessary that the system should embrace arule which 
should require postmasters to account promptly for the 
proceeds of their offices, and prevent an aceurnulation ot 
postage in their hands. ‘This hasbeen done; and it is 
believed that the moneys of this department are now as 
effectually protected as those of any other department in 
the government. 


The observance of the system which hasbeen adopted, 
will require additional labor, but it is deemed essential 
to the security and prosperity of this department. 

I have the honor to be, with great regard, vour obe- 
dient servant, W. T. BARRY. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
Navy departinent, December ist, 1829. 
cyt . pe “ 
do the president of the United Stutes: 


The secretary of the navy respectfully presents the fol- 
lowing report. 

The naval force of the United States, which has been 
kept in active service during the present year, has been 
composed of the different squadrons emploved in cruising 
on the stations heretofore assigned them. 

The squadron in the Mediterranean has been continu- 
ed in that service, with the exception of the Delaware 74 
gun ship, and the schooner Porpoise, which have been 
withdrawn, the latter having been represented by the 
commanding officer to require extensive repairs. The 
return of the Delaware was decided on under a belief, 
that the present state of our political and commercial re- 
lations in the Mediterranean did vot require the employ- 
ment of a ship of this class in (hat sea; that all the neces- 
sary protection could be given to our commerce by fri- 
gates and smaller vessels; that these promised to be more 
efficient, in the pursuit and capture of such vessels as 
might be expected to assuil it, and were less liable to sut- 
fer from the dangers of the Mediterranean navigation. 
he Constellation frigate and the sloop Ontario were ac- 
cordingly ordered to join the squadron; the former con- 
veying to England and France the newly appointed min- 
isters to those countries. Information has been received 
of the favorable execution of these duties. Our minis- 
ters have been landed at their respective points of desti- 
nation, and these vessels, it is presumed, have, before 
this, assumed their stations in the Mediterranean squad- 


ron, 





It is to be regretted that instances of insubordination 
have been manifested among the officers of this squadron. 
Courts martial have been necessarily resorted to, and 
some of the refractory have been sentenced to temporary, 
and others to permanent dismissal from the service. It 
is gratifying, on the other hand, to know, from authcrit 
entitled to confidence, that the general conduct of the of- 
ficers of this squadron has been such as to preserve, 
among the states and sovereignties on the Barbary coast, 
the favorable opinion of the American character, which 
had been carned by the gallantry and honorable deport- 
ment of their predecessors, 


The naval force under the command of commodore 
Ridgely, and ordered to cruise on the West Indian sta- 
tion, consisted, in the early part of the year, of the sloops 
Falmouth, Hornet. Erie, and Natchez, and the schooners 
Grampus and Shark. 


Several acts of piracy having been reported to have 
been committed in the month of Februiry last, the Nat- 
chez, which had returned to the United States for re< 
pairs, was ordered to rejoin the squadron. After cruis- 
ing a tew weeks, and there being no reason to apprehend 
« recurrence of these depredations, she again returned to 
the United States and has since sailed to Colombia, tak- 
mg out Mr Moore, the United States’ minister to that 
government, whence she was ordered to proceed to Rio 
Janeiro, to convey to the United States commodore 
Creizbton, whose command had been tranferred to com- 
modore Cassin. This vessel was also required to afford 
a passage to Mr. Harrison, the late minister to Colombia, 
on his return to the United States. 


The recent invasion of the maritime frontier of the 
Mexican states by the forces of Spain, having led to ap- 
prehensions that our commerce, in that quarter, might 
suffer by the encroachments which belligerents are so 
ready to make on neutral unprotected rights, the Peacock 
was equipped, and, t«king out coramodore Elliott, to re« 
lieve commodore Ridgely, was ordered to repair to the 
scene of these renewed hostilities. ‘The Erie, which had 


ulso returned for repairs, sailed soon after to rejoin this 
squadron. 


It is due to the late commander, commodore Ridgely, 
to say, that, as tar as the means had been afforded him, 
he has kept his little squadron employed with vigilance 
and activity; and, ona late occasion, this has been gal- 
lautly demonstrated at Tampico, in the firm and prompt 
course, pursued by master commandant Norris, in the 
rescue of the property of one of our countrymen from the 
grasp of unjust power, 


For the last few months, except in the case just re- 
ferred to, no information has been given to this depart- 
ment of any new act of piracy or aggression on the com- 
mercial rights of the nation; but there can be no doubt, 
that a relaxation in the policy lately pursued, would be 


followed by an immediate repetition of these depreda- 
tions. 


The squadron on the coast of Brazil and Buenos Ayres 
has been maintained to its usual extent, and has been 
varied only by the interchange of relief-ships for those 
which had performed the ordinary routine of duty. The 
presence of this squadron, stall as it has been, has pro- 
bably obtained, for the commercial interests of our coun- 
try, a security, which would not have been granted to 
defenceless merchantmen. Peace having taken place 
between these two nations, nothing is to be dreaded by 
our merchant ships from an interference with belligerent 
privileges. Yet many reasons forbid the diminution of 
our naval force on these coasts. “lhe annually increasing 
commercial intercourse between the United States and 
these countries, calls upon the government to be prepar- 
ed to multiply the means of its protection. Many com- 
plaints have been made by certain officers of this squadron 
against each other, of oppression on the one side, and of 
insubordination and neglect of duty on the other. The 
parties charging each other have been ordered to repair 
to the United States. [Immediately after their return, a 
tribuoal will be established to investigate these com- 
plaints, and to render justice alike to the aggressors and 
the aggrieved. 

The squadron on the Pacific coast of South America 
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consists of the frigate Guerriere, the sloop St. Louis, and 
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the schooner Dolphin. No changes have been made in 
the force of this squadron. Commodore Thompson has 
succeeded commodore Jones in the command; and the 
Guerriere and St. Louis have taken the place of the 
Brandywine and Vincennes. Commodore Jones has re- 
turned to. the United States in the former, and the latter, 
acting under orders from the late exevutive, after touch- 
ing at the Friendly and Sandwich islands, will return by 
way of the Cape of Good Hope. No information has 
been presented to the department inducing a belief that 
an increase of this force is necessary; tnough doubtless, 
good policy forbids that any portion of it be withdrawn. 
Annexed is a statement, marked A, shewing the dispo- 
sition of the public vessels now in commission. 


‘The report of the commissioners of the navy, which is 
herewith transmitted, marked B, furnishes a detailed 
statement of the number of ships of war m ordinary, their 

t condition, and the amount which will be required 
to fit them for service. These ships are represented to 
be in a state of premature and rapid decay, and, when 
the manner in which they have been disposed of at the 
stations is considered, this ceases to be a matter of sup- 
prise, how muchsoever it may be of regret. It has been 
the practice, when ships of war were to be laid up in or- 
dinary, to place them under the general superintendence 
of the commandant of the yard, whose avocations have 
been so multiplied by the department, that he has but 
little time to devote to this duty. Thus, they remain 
exposed to the wasting agencies of the seasens, rain, and 
sunshine; and to all other causes which favor the decom- 

sition of the materials of which they have been built. 

his sudden destruction of a tabric, upon the construc- 
tion of which so much skill has been exereised, so much 
money expended, and upon the preservation of which so 
much of the commercial and national security depends, 
cannot but demand, that immediate and effectual means 
be adopted to arrest its progress. The impolicy of cut- 
ting down the best timber in the country, and converting 
it into ships, which are to be subjected to this process of 
rapid destruction, would seem to be too glaring not to 
have been noticed, and too ruinously wasteful not to have 
been discontinued as soon as perceived. Within the last 
few years, the vessels which were in preparation on the 
stocks have been allowed to remain under the protec- 
tion of houses erected over them. In the report, marked 
C, the commissioners have offered suggestions as to the 
measures necessary for preventing the progress of an 
evil, which threatens to render abortive all the efforts of 
the nation for the establishment of an effective naval force. 





{ 
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for eff-eting these are sometimes not to be procured; and 
the ship, being through the whole cruize in a crippled 
state, performs the service out and home at the risk of 
her loss, and perhaps that of her crew. Such a system, 
in peace, is hazardous; and in time of war, dangerous in 
the extreme. Some cases have been brought to the no- 
tice of the department, in which ships ordered on voy- 
ages of two or three years, have been so carelessly 
equipped, that the whole cruize might be sdid to bea 
series of dangers and escapes, and their safe return a 
matter rather to be wondered at than expected. In eve. 
ry instance in which it can be conveniently done, the 
officer who isto command should attend to the equip- 
ment of his ship for sea. No one is so much interested 
in the proper discharge of this duty; no one will per- 
form it so well. 

Ithas been usual to discharge seamen at some foreigg 
port, whenever the period of their enlistment expired 
or to pay the expense of their return to the United! 
States. Both these plans are objectionable; the first, 
because it often leaves the seaman a wanderer on a for. 
eign shore, where he either must suffer from want, or go 
into the service of other nations, thereby diminishing 
number of this useful body of men, or- inflicting a hea 
burden upon the funds provided for the support of the 
navy. ‘To guard against both these inconveniences, the 
practice is proposed to be adopted, of making the cruis- 
es of the ships of war shorter than has been customary, 
and enlisting the crews for such aterm as certainly to 
allow of their return to the United States before the ex- 
piration of the period of enlistment. 

The navy yards established and now in operation ia 
the United States, are located at the following places: 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Brooklyn, New York, 
Pensacola, Boston, Philadelphia, Washington, and Nor- 
folk. There are scarely any part of the expenditure for 
the establishment of a navy which has contributed so 
much to exhaust the general fund intended for its sup- 
port, as that which has been applied to objects connected 
with the building and maintaining of navy yards. It ap- 
pears trom the report made to congress by the secreta- 
ry of the navy for 1828, that the permanent expenses un- 
der this head, including naval, —- hospital, and 
civil, amount, annually, to $268,744. ‘The great expen- 
ses incurred in the support of these numeroes establish- 
ments, makes it proper to inquire, whether it may not 
be materially diminished by a reduction of their num- 
ber, without affecting injuriously, other important inter- 
ests of the navy. The opinion entertamed by those 


‘Phe attention of the president is respecttully invited to | MOSt conversant with such subjects, seems to be, that the 
this branch of the concerns of the navy, as a matter of | hUMber now in operation 1s greater than the public ser- 


minor importance to no one which can be presented for 
his consideration. 


In addition to the measures proposed by the commis- 
sioners for the accomplishment of the objects to which 
their report refers, it is proper that some remarks be ol- 
fered on points connected with this subject, and on which 
their opinions were not required to be expressed. It is 
believed that the true policy of the government will be to 
discontinue, for the present, the building of ships o war, 
unless for some specific object or immediate emergency ; 
to provide for the thorough repair of the ships in ordi- 
nary; for the erection of the necessary sheds tor their 
protection: and for the establishment of a police at each 
of the naval stations, to superintend and enforce the em- 
ployment of the means recommended by the board of 
navy commissioners for thew preservation; and such other 
as the experience of the navy may have shown applicable 
to this purpose. ‘To carry the latter objects mto execu- 
tion, an additional appropriation will be required; but 
their completion must result in an important saving in 
the naval expenditure, and would give to the uation, in- 
stead of the decaying tabrics of which the ships in ordi- 
nary now consist, a marine force which could be made to 
act promptly and efficiently for its defence. 


The duty of preparing ships for service, is, by the 
established regulations, committed to the commandants 
of the yards; whose great object seems to be to hurry the 
equipment, and to meur as little expense as possible. 
‘thus their preparation is inipertect, and the nation has to 
encounter a considerable expense im foreign ports to ob- 
tain the requisite supplies and repairs. ‘The materials 


{ 


vice demands; that the reduction of them would effect 


}an important diminution of expenditure; and that, by 














concentrating the means and materials for building, re- 
pairing, &c. at two or three points most favorable for 
such purposes, it would tend greatly to promote the 
general objects of these establishments. 

The commissioners of the navy board were directed, 
on their late visit of inspection into the condition of the 
navy yards, to examine them with a view to this reduction 
of their number, and to ascertain, as far as practicable, 
whether there may not be selected, on the numerous 
bays and harbors of the United States, other sites, em- 
bracing greater facilities and advantages than those which 
have heretofore been employed for thuse objects. 

The report made by the board, markedC, is herewith 
transmitted. It affords much interesting information on 
the points referred to thei» and connected therewith, and 
is especially entitled to commendation for the indepen- 
dence of its views on the subject which, from its effects 
on local interests, is calculated to excite local jealously 
and opposition. The document is earnestly recommend- 
ed to your consideration. 

Various representations have been made to the dee 
partment, of the advantages offered by the harbors of the 
sinall keys in the gulf of Mexico, called the *‘Dry Tor- 
tugas,”’ a naval rendezvous and depot of supplies. Shoald 
these representations be correct, aud the harbor found 
susceptible of defence, the importance of the position 
would be equal to that of any other on our southern 
coasts. Inthe month of May last, commodores Rodg- 
ers and Patterson were instructed to visit them, @! 
make such general examination, as would lead to a yast 
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_ no ordinary difficulty. f th 
' for the building of vessels of every description, and the 
high estimation in which it is held, make it an object of 
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estimate of their value and aptitude for the purposes con- 
templated. This service was performed by commodore 
Rodgers—commodore Patterson having unfortunately 
been prevented, by disease, contracted on the journey, 
from joining in this examination. 

The report made by commodore Rodgers, marked 
D, isherewith transmitted. The result of his observa- 
tions was so favorable as to justify a full and minute sur- 
yey. Accordingly, lieutenants Tatinall and Gedney, 
experienced officers, and well qualified for this service, 
were ordered to repair to the point designated, and have, 


’ for some weeks, been engaged in the performance of 


this duty. Their return is daily expected; and, when 


3 the information obtained by them shall have been re- 
- ceived, it will be duly presented to your notice. 


The value of the live oak growing on the public lands, 
on the southern coasts of the United States, as a source 
of supply of the best timber for the parposes of the na- 


vy, has been long properly estimated by the public, and 


various laws have been enacted by congress witha view 
- teits preservation. This has been found to be a task of 
The great value of this material 


\ pillage to the unprineipled of all nations; and this is not 


' likely to be restrained but by the adoption of measures 
- more coercive in their character than those which have 


been hitherto employed. It has been the practice to re- 
ly on the vigilance of agents, distributed over different 
districts on the coasts. These agents have been requir- 
ed to guard the public interest, and to bring to justice 
such as should be found trespassing on its rights. Hi- 
> therto their efforts have been unsuccessful. In a few in- 
stances Only have the agents been able to detect the de- 
) predators, or obtain restitution of the property. From 
> the nature of the country in which this timber is found, 
> it must often happen that agents on the land can afford 
) buta very imperfect protection against these violators of 
) the public rights. ‘The whole coast presents a series of 
\ bays and creeks, read:ly accessible to such boats as can 





"bring off the timber; while the adjacent district may con- 


sist ofimpervious forests, or morasses and swamps, which 


ee 


_ forbid the approach of a superintending force. 


' It is respectfully proposed that these agencies be dis- 
- continued, and that the protection of the public interest 
- in this timber be confided to a marine force, adapted to 
\ the navigation of the bays and inlets on which it is pro- 
duced. 

Other important services might be rendered by the 
» vessels employed on this duty. They might, if requir- 
- ed, aid in the enforcement of the revenue laws, and, if 
_ competent officers were attached to them, afford facilities 
for the collection of materials for charts of these hitherto 
| almost unexplored coasts. 
| Sundry testimonials have been presented to the de- 
/ partment (see copies and extracts marked E) shewing 
> ‘hat canvass made of cotton, had been successfully em- 
/ployed in the merchant service of this and other coun- 
> tries, and partially in the navy; all favoring the presump- 
> “on, that this article might be advantageously used in the 
Siavy of the United States. It was determined, there- 
‘ore, that some experiments should be made, to test the 
pccuracy of these statements. The execution of this 
)caty has, for the present, been committed to the super- 

/ctendence of commodore Ejjiott, and the experiments 
)*"e now in progress. 

> “ome trials will, also, be made of cordage prepared 
| 0m this material. 
© ‘tis, also, proposed to institute a course of experi- 

ments on the canvass and cordage made of American 

» ‘ater rotted hemp, which has been represented as pos- 
»°ssing durability and strength at least equal to the same 

(ualities of the imported article. The importance of 
»°<ing relieved froma dependence on foreign supply, 

‘or materials essential to the very existence of a navy, 
» stiles a full and decided trial of the products of our 
»°*) country. 
® The practice has for soine years past prevailed in the 
» “bartment, to make allowances or extra compensation, 
gto officers who have been required to perform services 
7° strictly within the line of their professional duty. 

5, itis presumed that this practice had its origin in the 


ae oe 





insufficient for their necessary support, and an inade- 
quate return for their merits and services. Congress 
has not only yielded to but indirectly sanctioned, the 
procedure, by adopting estimates for appropriations 
founded on these anticipated allowances; and the officers 
themselves now view it asa souree of emolument which 
ought not to be denied to them. This state of thi is 


irregular and unequal in its operation, and not a little 


embarrassing to the officer having the administration of 
the department. If the compensation now allowed by 
law is too small it should be increased; but let it be fix- 
ed, and not left to be dispensed at the pleasure, or by 
the favoritism of any ene. 

The compensation now made to the officers of the. 
higher grades in the navy, is probably far below what 
their distinguished talents and services entitle them to re+ 
ceive; and compared with the amount given to officers of 
the same, or correspondent rank in the army, is remarke 
able for its inequality and insufficiency. Annexed is an 
exhibit, marked F, of the relative rank of the two clas- 
ses of officcrs, and of the amount of compensation made 
to each under the existing laws. It is difficult to under- 
stand on what principles of justice, or good policy, is 
founded this differenes in the compensation made to offi- 
cers in the same service, and of the same established rank. 
Is not the same eminent talent required for the command 
of a squadron as for the conduct of anarmy’? An equal 
share of professional skill? Is the naval officer less ex~ 
posed to personal danger? Is his mg sgponre egh 
or are his labors lessarduous? Does he contribute less 
to guard the interest, or sustain the rights and honor of 
his country ? 

The establishment of schools for the instruction of the 
janior officers of the navy, in the various branches of sci- 
ence appertaining to their profession, has so often been 
recommended to the favorable consideration of congress, 
and has so uniformly been passed by, without obtaining 
their sanction, that itis with reluctance the subject is 
again introduced to their notice. A firm belief, however, 
that its tendency would be to qualify them for a better 
discharge of the high trust, which may at some future 
day devolve upon them, in their capacities of command- 
ers, forms a sufficient motive for renewing the recome- 
mendation, and submitting some views on the subject, 
which have not been so much insisted on, and which may 
be entitled to consideration. It has been remarked by a 
naval officer of much experience and observation, that 
no inconvenience in the navy is more sensibility felt than 
the general ignorance of the officers, of foreign langua- 
ges. In addition to which, there is often great difficulty 
in procuring competent and proper persons to act in our 
ships of war as interpreters and linguists; nor has any 
allowance ever been made by congress for the pay and 
subsistence of such persons. ‘The perplexities and dis- 
advantages under which our officers are placed by these 
circumstances, may readily be conceived. They are 
brought in contact, during their cruises, with nations 
speaking different languages; subject to be drawn into 
correspondence with the authorities of different places; 
under the necessity, often, to board vessels of other na- 
tions for the purpose of examining their papers and doc- 
uments; and often without the ability to understand their 
import and tendency. Intime of war valuable prizes 
are lost from an inability to translate their papers, and to 
detect covered property and simulated documents; un- 
necessary and illegal detentions of vessels are made, and 
consequent damages obtained from the government. 

The schools which have been employed at New York 
and Norfolk, in the instruction of midshipmen in the ele- 
mentary branches of mathematics, have been mere tem- 
porary arrangements made by the department, and have 
never been fostered or recognised by law. ‘Their intro- 
duction into use has not been effected by means very 
regular or direct, but they have been tolerated by gov- 
ernment, having been found useful, notwithstanding the 
very limited range of instruction afforded by them. It 
is respectfully proposed, that, until some better system 
can be matured, these schools be authorised by law; and 


_—— 


, that such appropriation be made for their extension and 


support, as will enable the young officers to acquire a 
knowledge of such foreign languages as may be import- 
antior them (tv possess in the future pursuit of their 


S°“lef, that the compensation allowed these officers was! profession. 
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The laws relating to pursers in the navy are believed 
to be defective in some of their provisions. At present, 
they do not provide a limitation to the perio:'s of their 
continuance in office, nor for the renewal! of their ofti- 
cial bonds. Many ad es would probably result 
from their being appoi tor stated periods and made 
to renew their bonds, as is now required of navy agents, 
collectors of the customs, Xe. 

The mode of compensating them is not such as to lead 
to a correct discharge of their duties; nor such as is likely 
to advance the public interests. The profits of these 
Officers arise, principally, froma per centage, which they 
are authorised to chapge on the articles they sell to the 
crews of ships. A part of these is furnished trom the 
stores of the government, and the remainder by an ad- 
vance made to them, to be sold at their risk, and for their 
own advantage. The temptation to increase their profits 
b improper demands upon a class of persons little qual- 
ified to detect imposition, may sometimes be difficult to 
be resisted, and ought not to be presented to them. When 
their dealings are conducted upon principles of the ut- 
most fairness, the income of pursers, in ships of the larg- 
est class, amounts to two or three times the compensa- 
tion of the commander—an extent of the remuneration 
whichtheir services cannot merit, and which is the more 
odious, when itisknown to be drawn from the pockets 
of men, who, of all others in the employ of govern- 
ment, earn their scanty wages with the most unremitted 
toil, and incessant personal danger. 

In lieu of their present emoluments it is proposed that 
they receive an annual salary, varied according to the 
responsibility imposed on them, by having a larger or 
smaller amount of stock entrusted to their care, and the 
d of labor required tor its disposition and preser- 
vation. Under a system of regulations which would en- 
able the seaman to obtain his little supplies of nautical 
comforts, at rates fixed, known, and moderate, and with- 
out dread of imposition, the naval service would acquire 
a popularity with them it has never enjoyed, and the pre- 
sent difficulty of recruiting seamen would be diminished 
to an extent important as to time and expenditure. 

In serra | to an act of the last session of congress, 
in relation to the Africans stranded on the coast of Flor- 
ida, a vessel was chartered, and has sailed with thern for 
Liberia, with the exception of two, who were unavoida- 
bly detained by sickness. ‘They were placed under the 
direction of an agent and an assistant surgeon of the 
navy, with a liberal supply of hospital and other stores 
An effort was made to send to their native country, 
by the same vessel, two Africans who had been intro- 
duced into Alabama, a few years since: but, so strong 
had their attachment become to this country, that 
they availed themselves of an opportunity, while pre- 
paring for the voyage, to make their escape; since 
which time they have not been recovered by the 
agent of the government. No cases of importation 

this description of persons have come to the know- 
ledge of the department within the present year. 

It may be proper to remark that drafts have been late- 
ly presented by the agent at Liberia, for the purchase ot 
munitions of war to enable the colonists to defend them- 
selves against the attacks of the neighboring tribes, with 
which they were threatened. These claims were reject- 
ed, on the ground that no law was known to exist which 
authorised their payment, or which justified any expen- 
es beyond a temporary support to the restored cap- 
tives. 

The present contused and unsettled condition of the fis- 
cal concerns of the navy department, makes it proper that 
the subject be brought to the notice of congress: since, it 
is believed, that their interposition can alone lead to an 
equitable and final adjustment. In the month of March 
last, when it was discovered that these derangements in the 
finances existed, reference was made to the board of navy 
commissioners, for such explanations as they might be 
enabled to give. ‘Their communication in reply accom- 
panies this report, marked G. From a desire to present 
such minute and detailed information on this subject as 
may be necessary for iis proper illustration, the fourth 
auditor of the treasuty was requested by letter, (copy of 
whichis annexed, marked H,) to.report ou the present 
condition of the accounts of ‘his office, shewing the pro- 
bable origin of these embarrassments, and to suggest 


such measures as he might think necessary to correct the 
evil. His a:swer is «nnexed, marked I. 

The vacancy created in the command of the navy yard 
at Washington, by the death of the venerable and highly 
esteemed commodore Tingey, in February last, hag 
been supplied by the appointment of commodore Isaac 
Huli. In April, this officer commenced the discharge 
ot the duties of the station, and has since, by great indus. 
try and judicious arrangement, reduced the chaos of ma- 
terials accumulated there to good order, and introduced 
a system of discipline and economy favorable to the gener. 
al operations of the establishment. 

Thelaws concerning the mexrine corps, and the act of 
1800, establishing regulations for the government of the 
navy, arerecommended for revision. ‘The papers mark- 
ed K and Lecontain the estimates for the navy and Marine 
corps: and those marked M, N, O, are lists of deaths, 
dismissals, and resignations. 

The annual report on the navy pension and hospita! 
funds, &c. will be presented at the usual time. 

The act of congress authorising the establishment of 
the board of navy commissioners, appears to have beeg 
designed to provide auxiliaries to the secretary of the 
navy, in the discharge of the ministerial duties of the de- 
partment. This body was required to be selected trom 
amongst the most experienced of the naval commanders, 
to whom a knowledge of those duties was presumed to 
be familiar, and by whom they might be expected to be 
most correctly discharged. 

The subjects placed under the superintendance of the 
board, by this distribution of the duties of the depart- 
ment, are numerous, and of almost unlimited variety. 

It may be justly questioned, whether the present organ- 
ization of this body is suchas to secure the necessary at- 
tention to the diversified subjects placed under its direc- 
tion, and whether a judicious division of its duties would 
not facilitate the proper execution of the objects propos- 
ed by the institution of this branch of the department. 

Respectful reference is made to a communication from 
the navy board, in answer to inquiries having relation te 
this subject, herewith transmitted, marked P, 

The present naval corps of the United States is believ- 
ed to be more numerous than is required for the wants of 
the service, and more than can be advamwtageously em- 
pare with reference to their own advancement in the 

nowledge and practice of their profession. 


“There can be no national establishment,” says a dis- 
tinguished naval character, ‘‘like that of the navy of the 
United States, which will not in the course of years, re- 
ceive into its ranks some who are illy calculated to up- 
hold its character, much less to coutribute thereto by 
their talents and subordination. ” 

‘There may exist, also, some who, when received inte 
the service, were calculated to become its ornaments, but 
who may, through various concurring causes, have de- 
generated into a reproach. Happily for this institution, 
the government retains in its hands the corrective for any 
defects in the corps.” 


‘‘Itis now twenty-eight years since a judicious prun- 
ing was given to the navy; a period sufficient to admit 
some useless suckers to repose under the shade of its 
virtues and its valor. The time would, theretore, seem 
to have arrived, to correct some of the evils of the ser- 
vice by a peace establishment; and which it would go 
far to effect. by ridding it of the useless and insubordidate 
portion of its materials. The remainder would be pre- 
served in more correct views of the service, and their 
management become more easy to the executive depart- 
ment.”” é 

lf, in pruning these excrescences from the too luxuriant 
growth of the navy, some branches should be lopped of, 
which, ia their day, have borne good fruit, let it be re- 
membered that the navy pension fund, with its ample 
stores, is open for their sustenance and support; and, it 
may be added, that the navy asylum, on the Schuylkill, 
is now so near its completion, as to promise at an early 
day to afford a permanent und comfortable residence to 
its disabled founders, and to such as, though not disabled, 
may have merited, by their bravery, or long and faithful 
services, the gratitude of their country. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 





JOHN BRANCH. 
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